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'This  is  the  book 
th  e  prespktn  ts  rea  d 


Theodore  Roose- 
velt: "I  believe 
your  book  will 
make  a  better 
American  of  every 
man,  woman  and 
child  who  reads 
it." 


William  H.  Taft: 
"It  is  accurate  in 
respect  to  all  de- 
tails coming  un- 
der my  observa- 
tion during  my 
incumbency  of  the 
office." 


Woodrow  Wilson : 
"While  the  first 
returns  were  com- 
ing in  over  the 
wire,  Mr.  Wilson 
was  reading 
"THE  AMERI- 
CAN GOVERN- 
MENT" by  Fred- 
eric   J.  Haskin." 
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Warren  G.  Hard- 
ing :  "If  the  peo- 
ple understand 
how  the  Govern- 
m  e  n  t  operates 
they  will  have  a 
better  apprecia- 
tion of  its  bene- 
fits." 


Calvin  Cool  id ge: 
"Every  American 
should  be  ac- 
quainted with  the 
form  and  struc- 
ture of  the  Gov- 
ernment. It  is 
impossible  to  sup- 
port that  of  which 
we  are  ignorant." 


The  AMERICAN  Government 

By  FREDERIC  J.  HASKIN 

T'OLD  so  well  that  reading  it  is  a  pleasure.  FIVE  presidents  have  read  it.  Each  of  the  42 
chapters  have  been  approved,  as  to  accuracy,  by  cabinet  officers  and  heads  of  government 
departments.  32  pages  of  illustrations  show  the  work  of  government  going  on.  No  business 
ever  touched  so  many  people  or  reached  into  so  many  corners  as  THIS  business  in  which 
you  are  a  stockholder. 

Do  You  Know  Your  Business? 

Do  you  understand  the  many  departments,  branch- 
es and  bureaus  through  which  this  great  business 
can  do  a  thousand  things  for  you  —  all  the  way 
from  delivering  a  letter  to  building  a  Panama  Canal? 
It  is  a  wonderful  story,  this  story  of  your  Uncle  Sam 
at  work,  how  he  makes  your  money,  increases  your 
crops,  guards  your  health,  saves  lives  at  sea,  develops 
trade,  waters  the  desert,  promotes  new  inventions, 
fixes  weights  and  measures,  forecasts  weather,  and, 
in  hundreds  of  other  ways,  serves  his  people.  It  is 
all  as  fascinating  as  a  novel. 


Our  Government 

If  our  Government  were  rated  in  Dun's  or  Bradstreet's 
the  report  would  read  as  follows: 

BUSINESS:  Owners  and  Managers  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

RESOURCES:  Richest  firm  of  its  kind  in  the  world. 
CREDIT:  AaAl.  Bank  accommodations  extended  on 
more  favorable  terms  than  to  England,  France  and 
others. 

Remarks:  Founded  in  1776  by  George  Washington  and 
associates,  to  conduct  a  people's  government,  the  firm 
has  persistently  scouted  the  close  corporation  idea,  de- 
pending on  a  dual  policy  of  "a  government  of  the  peo- 
ple" and  "in  union  there  is  strength."  It  now  consists 
of  nearly  118,000,000  partners,  and  employs  a  working 
force  of  nearly  600,000  people. 


Price,  with  FREE  maps  and  booklet  $1.00 


The  Legion  Book  Service  of 
The  American  Legion  Weekly 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 


SEND 
ONLY 


Gentlemen:  Enclosed  find  $1.00.  Please 
send  me,  postpaid,  one  copy  of  "The  American 
Government",  together  with  FREE  5- color 
map  of  the  United  States  and  separate  book- 
let, ALSO  FREE,  containing  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  Arti- 
cles of  Confederation,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
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^  Address. 
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State. 


The  Legion  Book  Service 

Now  offers  this  484-page  book,  bound  in  cloth,  gold 
stamped,  and  with  it  will  send  FREE  a  5-color  map 
of  the  United  States  which  includes  time  zones,  pop- 
ulation figures,  and  historical  and  statistical  data,  and 
ALSO  FREE,  a  separate  booklet  containing  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence,  Articles  of  Confederation  and 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Enormous  value! 
Offered  as  a  service  to  Legionnaires  and  their  friends. 


Mail  This  Coupon  Now! 
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Somewhere  in  this  country  is  a  watch  that  ought  to  burn 
a  hole  in  the  pocket  and  conscience  of  the  man  who 
carries  it.  It  is  a  Howard  watch,  witli  serial  numbers 
1281693  and  102,528,  and  engraved  inside  the  back  lid  is 
this  inscription:  "Presented  to  Staff  Sergeant  Edward 
Petit  by  the  Officers  and  Enlisted  Men  of  the  Seventh  In- 
fantry." It  was  stolen  from  Mr.  Petit's  vest  in  General 
Hospital  in  Cincinnati  in  February,  1924,  at  a  time  when 
Mr.  Petit  was  seriously  ill.  Now,  just  recovering  from  his 
illness,  Mr.  Petit  is  trying  to  get  his  watch  back,  for  it  is 
a  memento  of  more  than 
thirty  years'  service  in  the 
Army,  including  hitches  in 
the  Philippines,  China, 
Cuba,  Mexican  Border  and 
in  France.  In  the  A.  E.  F., 
Sergeant  Petit  served  with 
the  Fourth  Division  and 
went  through  five  engage- 
ments. As  a  member  of 
Robert  E.  Bentley  Post  of 
Cincinnati,  he  is  hoping 
that  a  Legionnaire,  some- 
where, sometime,  may  see 
his  watch,  recognize  it  and 
help  him  recover  it. 


HOW  many  posts  can  say 
that  they  have  a  com- 
plete record  of  the  location 
of  all  the  graves  of  soldiers 
buried  in  their  county?" 
asks  Martin  W.  Mills,  serv- 
ice officer  of  Newark  (Ohio) 
Post.  "There  are  sixty-four 
cemeteries  in  Licking  Coun- 
ty," adds  Mr.  Mills,  "and  I 
have  a  record  of  2,134 
graves  of  service  men  of  all 
wars  including  the  War  of 
the  Revolution.  In  the 
summer  of  1922  I  started  to 
list  all  the  graves.  I  have 
visited  every  cemetery.  Some 
had  been  badly  neglected. 
Most  persons  do  not  know 
that  the  Government  will 
supply  free  of  cost  a  head- 
stone for  the  unmarked  grave  of  a  soldier  of  any  war." 
With  Memorial  Day  approaching,  now  is  the  time  for  post 
committees  to  check  up  on  conditions  in  cemeteries. 


Tn  this  immense  Legion  family  of  ours,  names  often  con- 
X  nect  the  present  with  great  historical  episodes  long  past. 
Almost  every  historical  article  published  in  the  Weekly  in- 
spires letters  from  readers  which  tell  of  Legionnaires  whose 
ancestors  took  part  in  the  events  described.  In  the  March 
5th  issue  was  published  the  story  of  Sam  Houston's  dra- 
matic career.  The  story  has  inspired  two  letters.  "Captain 
Sam  Houston  of  the  New  Mexico  National  Guard  and  his- 
torian of  the  New  Mexico  Department  of  The  American 
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Legion  is  a  great  grandson  of  t he  hero  of  San  Jacinto,"  wrote 
Vincent  J.  Jaeger,  Adjutant  General  of  New  Mexico.  "Col- 
onel Allen  mentioned  in  this  article  is  my  great  great  grand- 
father and  Eliza  Allen,  whom  Houston  married,  is  my  great 
great  aunt,"  wrote  C.  C.  Culp,  a  broker  of  Louisville,  Kentucky. 


Verduco  Hills  Post  of  Montrose,  California,  after  rais- 
ing three  and  one-half  its  town's  quota  for  The  Amer- 
ican Legion  Endowment  Fund,  completed  building  a  $10,000 

clubhouse.  "Not  a  bad 
record  for  a  town  of  5,000." 
comments  Albert  T.  Blan- 
ford.  "And  we  developed 
an  idea  which  may  help 
some  other  posts.  At  the 
suggestion  of  Dr.  Montagu 
Cleeves,  chairman  of  the 
endowment  committee,  the 
physicians  in  our  post  of- 
fered to  give  for  five  dol- 
lars the  old-time  Army- 
physical  examinations  to 
any  Legionnaire  who  wished 
to  find  out  how  far  he  had 
slipped  back  since  1918. 
And  then  each  five  dollar 
fee  was  turned  over  to  the 
Post  Treasurer  for  the 
building  fund." 


D 


on't  go  to  Washington 
to  prosecute  your 
claim  with  the  Veterans 
Bureau  or  to  appeal  a  de- 
cision unless  you  are  posi- 
tive that  your  case  folder 
has  been  forwarded  to 
Washington  from  the  local 
office  of  the  Bureau  with 
which  you  have  been  deal- 
ing. This  is  the  word  Wat- 
son B.  Miller,  chairman  of 
the  Legion's  National  Re- 
habilitation Committee,  asks 
be  passed  along.  '"Nothing 
can  be  done  in  Washington 
until  the  case  folder  con- 
taining the  history  of  a  man's  claim  has  reached  the  central 
office,"  Mr.  Miller  writes.  "Often  ten  to  twenty  days  elapses 
before  a  case  folder  can  be  obtained  after  the  claimant  has 
arrived  in  Washington.  Every  man  planning  to  come  to 
Washington  should  obtain  proof,  preferably  in  writing,  that 
his  case  folder  has  already  been  forwarded.  Don't  simply 
take  somebody's  word  that  it  has  been  sent.  Get  a  state- 
ment, in  writing  if  possible,  from  a  Bureau  official." 


\vd  championship  post  membership  records:    White  Oak 
Post  of  Scarbro,  West  Virginia,  in  a  mining  town  of  300 
population,  had  150  members,  all  the  eligible  veterans  in  its 
town,  after  helping  West  Virginia  win  the  Lindsley  Trophy. 
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Economy^  or  Justice 


THE  hope  of  twenty 
thousand  disabled  vet- 
erans for  relief  or 
additional  relief  to 
which  The  American  Legion 
believes  they  are  entitled, 
and  the  hope  for  further  im- 
provement in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Veterans  Bureau, 
which  is  the  Government's 
agent  of  service  for  all  dis- 
abled veterans,  centers,  at 
this  writing,  principally  upon 
one  man.  This  is  a  nutshell 
diagnosis  of  the  situation 
touching  the  disabled,  to- 
ward the  end  of  March,  as  it 
appeared  to  John  Thomas 
Taylor,  vice-chairman  of  the 
Legion's  National  Legisla- 
tive Committee. 

The  gentleman  upon  whom 
the  responsibility  rests,  Mr. 
Taylor  declares,  is  Senator 
David  A.  Reed  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. This  is  the  situation. 
The  bill  conveying  legal  au- 
thority for  the  relief  de- 
sired has  been  approved  by 
the  House  Committee  on 
Veterans  Affairs,  the  chair- 
man of  which  is  Royal  C. 
Johnson  of  South  Dakota. 
This  approval  has  been  made 
after  the  most  searching  in- 
vestigation of  every  detail, 
in  the  course  of  which  the 
bill  has  been  rewritten  nine 
times,  and  extensive  public 
hearings  conducted  on  every 
controversial  point  on  which 
the  leading  experts  of  the 
country  have  given  testi- 
mony. By  the  time  this  is 
printed  the  bill  should  have 
passed  the  House  and  gone 
to  the  Senate  for  approval. 
It  will  be  referred  to  the 
Finance  Committee  of  the 
Senate,  because  in  the  Sen- 
ate there  is  no  special  com- 
mittee for  the  consideration 
of  veterans'  legislation  as 
there  is  in  the  House.  The 
Finance  Committee  will  re- 
fer it  to  a  sub-committee, 
the  guiding  spirit  of  which 
is  our  able  friend,  Mr. 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Reed  is  a  member  of  the  Legion. 
He  is  one  of  the  young  men  of  the  Sen- 
ate, but  in  the  three  years  he  has  been 
there  he  has  shouldered  responsibili- 
ties which  do  not  ordinarily  come  to  a 
Senator  short  of  ten  years'  service.  He 
is  a  very  busy  man.  Last  year  he  had 
practically  this  same  bill  before  him — 
that  is,  the  bill  was  before  the  Senate, 
and  Mr.  Reed  was  the  Senate's  agent  in 
the  matter.  But  the  Senator  was  so 
pressed  for  time  that  he  could  not  be 
brought  to  see  the  Legion's  point  of 
view  on  the  legislation  in  question.  It 
was  amended  and  many  vital  provisions 
stricken  out.  The  Legion  hopes  that 
this  will  not  happen  again  this  year, 
because  it  means  so  much  to  so  many 
afflicted  veterans. 

It  is  difficult,  in  fact  it  is  impossible, 
to  do  this  legislation  justice  in  these 


By  MARQUIS  JAMES 


The  Legion  Looks 
to  Congress 

A BILL  embodying  The  American  Legion's 
Recommendations  to  provide  relief  and 
justice  for  20,000  World  War  service  men 
is  now  pending  in  Congress.  The  provi- 
sions of  this  bill  are  of  great  importance  to 
all  service  men  as  well  as  to  those  who 
would  be  directly  helped  by  their  enactment 
into  law  at  this  time.  The  Legion's  recom- 
mendations for  the  disabled  men  are  wholly 
reasonable.  Even  in  a  praiseworthy  pro- 
gram of  government  economy  it  is  incon- 
ceivable that  anyone  would  wish  to  save  at 
the  expense  of  the  war's  sick  and  wounded. 
Here  are  some  of  the  proposals  which,  by 
all  the  rules  of  justice,  should  be  made  into 
law: 

Payment  of  $50  a  month  to  service  men  classi- 
fied as  arrested  cases  of  tuberculosis  for  a  period 
of  five  years  following  discharge  from  hospital. 

Reinstatement  of  government  insurance  by  dis- 
abled men  without  the  necessity  of  paying  up  all 
back  premiums  in  cash. 

Extension  of  the  time  limit  for  reinstatement 
and  conversion  of  insurance  from  July  2,  1926,  to 
July  2,  1929. 

Giving  a  rating  of  total  and  permanent  disabil- 
ity, with  maturity  of  insurance,  to  all  men  who 
have  been  rated  as  totally  and  temporarily  dis- 
abled for  a  period  of  twelve  consecutive  months. 

Admission  of  ex-service  women  at  government 
expense  to  other  than  government  hospitals. 

Reorganization  of  the  medical  service  of  the 
Veterans  Bureau  to  make  it  attractive  to  the  high- 
est type  of  young  physicians  and  surgeons. 


Reed  of 


columns.  It  is  complicated  and  tech- 
nical, because  the  subject  of  veteran 
rehabilitation  is  a  complicated  and 
technical  subject — a  subject  for  ex- 
perts. Laymen  can  only  grasp  the  high 
spots  and  the  generalities.  But  suffice 
to  say  that  the  provisions  of  this  bill 
have  the  support  of  the  great  weight 
of  eminent  medical  and  surgical  opin- 
ion, both  in  and  out  of  the  government 
service.  In  fact  the  experts  are  as 
nearly  in  agreement  on  it  as  they  are 
on  any  subject  so  highly  specialized, 
and  the  hearings  which  have  been  held 
by  the  House  committee  have  been  so 
thorough  that  every  likely  difference  of 
opinion  has  been  brought  out. 

The  principal  obstacle  in  the  path  of 
the  bill  in  the  Senate  is  not  scientific, 
but  monetary.  The  provisions  of  this 
bill  will  cost  some  money.  Not  much, 
as  government  finances  go,  but  it  will 
run   into  a  few  millions  of  dollars. 


Taxes  have  just  been  re- 
duced $387,000,000,  which 
means  that  the  Government 
next  year  will  have  just  that 
much  less  revenue.  Care 
must  be  exercised  to  avert  a 
deficit.  The  Legion  does  not 
want  a  deficit,  of  course,  and 
Legionnaires  and  all  other  in- 
terested citizens  are  glad  to 
see  the  return  of  normal  tax 
rates,  but  the  Legion  natur- 
ally does  not  care  to  see 
economy  practised  at  the  ex- 
pense of  disabled  veterans — 
and  does  not  believe  it  will 
be  practised  at  their  expense. 

One  of  the  provisions  of 
the  bill,  which  as  you  read 
this  will  be  on  the  desk  of 
Senator  Reed,  is  calculated 
to  speed  the  recovery  of  sev- 
eral thousand  veterans  who 
are  suffering  from  tubercu- 
losis, but  in  whom  the  dis- 
ease has  been  reduced  to  an 
inactive  or  arrested  stage. 
These  men  are  unfit  to  work 
as  men  ordinarily  do,  though 
anyone  but  a  doctor  might 
take  them  to  be  well  men. 
The  t.  b.  "bug"  is  still  lying 
low  in  their  systems.  Any 
abnormal  exertion,  excite- 
ment or  worry  is  apt  to  dis- 
turb the  bug  from  his  slum- 
bers and  put  your  man  in 
the  hospital  again.  There 
are  men  in  the  government 
hospitals  now  who  have  been 
readmitted  as  many  as  six 
times.  They  were  discharged 
because  the  hospital  had  done 
all  it  could  for  them,  and  the 
men  wanted  to  get  away 
from  the  hospital  atmosphere 
and  surround  themselves 
with  a  more  normal  environ- 
ment. They  had  to  go  to 
work  to  earn  a  living.  They 
worked  too  hard,  and  back  to 
the  hospital  they  came — ■ 
four,  five  and  six  times. 

This  bill  provides  that 
such  men  shall  be  paid  $50  a 
month  for  a  period  of  five 
years  after  discharge  from  a 
hospital.  This  will  enable  them  to  live 
at  home  and  do  some  work,  but  on  the 
whole  take  things  easily  and  promote 
their  ultimate  recovery.  The  provision 
has  been  urged  by  some  of  the  most 
eminent  tuberculosis  specialists  in  the 
United  States — such  men  as  Dr.  LeRoy 
Dunn  of  Asheville,  North  Carolina,  and 
Dr.  Kennon  Dunham  of  Cincinnati. 

There  are  provisions  for  liberalizing 
the  benefits  of  government  insurance 
and  for  extending  those  benefits.  The 
law  would  be  amended  to  make  it 
easier  for  disabled  men,  otherwise  un- 
insurable, to  obtain  government  insur- 
ance. Under  the  present  statute  dis- 
abled men — with  the  exception  of  those 
permanently  and  totally  disabled,  who 
are  ineligible  to  reinstatement — may 
revive  their  insurance  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  all  premiums  for  the  period  of 
lapse.  In  cases  of  a  lapse  of  several 
(Continued  on  page  17) 
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The  "Special  for  Today"  in  Gon- 
zales, Texas,  was  for  several  days 
a  blackboard  analysis  of  the  Le- 
gion membership  drive.  P.  S. 
They  got  their  quota— and  more 


How 
They 

Do  It 

in 
Texas 


By  ARTHUR  VAN 
VLISSINGEN,  JR. 


IT  happened  in  Texas,  where  men 
are  men  and  sheriffs  sheriffs. 
The  service  men  of  Quero  were 
gathered  for  a  dinner  and  celebra- 
tion. Just  before  the  meeting  a  mys- 
terious stranger  dropped  into  town  and 
hunted  up  the  sheriff.     Without  any 


had  been  given  the  vagrancy  test. 
They  took  it  good  naturedly,  too. 

The  "hold-up  man"  who  worked  with 
the  sheriff — he  was  the  regularly  con- 
stituted sheriff,  too,  not  an  imposter — 
was  Dr.  W.  T.  Dunning,  at  the  time 
District  Committeeman.    He  was  bent 


ostentation  they  went  out  together,  and  on  building  up  the  Legion  in  his  dis- 

were  next  seen  when,  at  the  meeting  trict.    And  he  did  the  job.    Now  he  is 

the  visitor  arose  and  pointed  dramati-  commander    of    the    Department  of 

cally  to  the  sheriff.    "You-all  know  this  Texas,  and  doing  a  good  job. 

man,  and  you  know  that  what  he  says  Naturally  the  Legion  is  a  live  outfit 

he  means,"  he  told  them.    "A  vagrant  in  Dr.  Dunning's  home  town  of  Gon- 
zales.    Folks  say, 


is  anyone  who  has  no 
visible  means  of  sup- 
port, and  the  sheriff 
tells  me  that  he  con- 
siders anyone  who 
hasn't  got  $3  is  with- 
out visible  means  of 
support.  You'll  ob- 
serve the  sheriff  lock- 
ing the  doors."  The 
speaker  pointed  to 
two  men  near  him, 
and  motioned  them  to 
approach. 

"Got  three  dol- 
lars?" he  asked  lar- 
conically. 

The  men  produced 
three  cart  -  wheels 
apiece,  the  "hard 
money"  that  they  like 
so  well  in  the  South- 


The  Old  Gray  Mare  ain't  what 
she  used  to  be,  because  she's 
Sarah  the  Second,  successor  to 
the  original  O.  G.  M.,  which 
died  a  few  months  ago 


around  Gonzales,  that 
if  a  man  was  in  the 
war  and  doesn't  be- 
long to  the  Legion, 
then  he  must  have  a 
dishonorable  dis- 
charge. And  lots  of 
them  believe  it. 

Gonzales  is  a  town 
of  about  6,000.  Its 
membership  records 
for  the  past  two 
years,  1924  and  1925, 
are  200  and  246,  rer 
spectively.  On  the 
first  day  of  March 
this  year  the  post  had 
248  members,  so  it  is 
obvious  that  the  final 
return  for  the  year 
will  be  a  good  deal 
larger  than  that.  The 
previous  to  1924  was 
post   mustered  196 


west.    "Use  it  to  pay 

your  Legion  dues  with,"  he  directed,  largest  year 

"This  man  beside  me  will  give  you  your  1920,   when  the 

cards."  members. 

Every  eye  in  the  room  was  on  the  This  is  a  membership  record  a  good 
finance  officer  as  he  wrote  those  cards,  deal  better  than  most  posts  can  show — 
Then  the  out-of-town  man  spoke  again  a  record  of  consistent  growth  for  sev- 
to  the  new  members.  "Go  on  down  eral  years.  It  has  been  attained  by 
there  and  bring  up  the  first  ten  men  good  organization  and  steady  work, 
you  come  to.  We'll  see  if  they've  got  There  is  not  a  thing  sensational  about 
$3  apiece."  They  had — and  before  the  the  Gonzales  plan  for  getting  members, 
meeting  was  adjourned,  the  post  had  nothing  that  could  not  be  done  by  any 
more  members  by  far  than  ever  it  had  post  anywhere  in  the  Legion.  The  he- 
had  before.    Every  man  in  the  room  roic  methods  that  Dr.  Dunning  used  in 


other  towns  have  not  been  necessary  at 
home,  for  several  good  reasons. 

As  a  starter,  the  post  has  made  its 
fiscal  year  from  November  11th  through 
November  10th,  so  that  dues  become  due 
fifty  days  ahead  of  the  time  they  are 
due  at  headquarters.  This  gives  the 
post  an  opportunity  to  get  well  set  for 
its  membership  campaign  every  fall, 
and  to  have  the  greater  part  of  the  job 
completed  by  the  time  most  posts  are 
just  getting  started. 

On  Armistice  Day  is  held  the  annual 
joint  dinner  of  the  Auxiliary  unit  and 
the  Legion  post.  At  this  dinner  mem- 
bers are  told  that  their  dues  are  due, 
and  are  now  being  accepted  by  the 
finance  officer.  Then,  a  day  or  two 
afterwards,  out  go  bills  or  notices  to 
the  whole  membership,  followed  a  week 
later  by  another  reminder  and  a  third 
notice  shortly  afterwards. 

Immediately  after  Armistice  Day  a 
triangle  bulletin  board  is  placed  on  the 
sidewalk  at  a  prominent  location  in  the 
business  district.  On  this  is  chronicled 
from  day  to  day  the  number  of  paid 
members  to  date. 

This  bulletin  board  is  the  focal  point 
of  the  preliminary  drive.  In  the  first 
place,  just  as  soon  as  it  appears  on  the 
sidewalk  it  is  a  reminder  to  every  mem- 
ber who  sees  it  that  he  had  better  pay 
up.  In  the  second  place,  it  spurs  the 
more  energetic  members  to  sign  up  new 
members  and  get  old  members  to  pay 
their  dues.  Everybody  in  the  post 
wants,  naturally  enough,  to  see  the 
showing  increase  as  fast  as  possible. 
If  it  doesn't,  then  the  other  folks  of  the 
town  will  begin  to  talk. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  folks  begin  to 
talk  about  the  board  just  as  soon  as  it 
makes  its  annual  appearance  on  the 
sidewalk.  It  is  always  written  up  in 
interesting  style,  and  even  people  who 
have  no  connection  with  the  Legion 
stop  and  look  it  over  every  day.  Every- 
(Cont hmed  on  page  14) 
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The  Doubting  Dollar  At  Last 
Puts  the  Plane  to  Work 


EARLY  last  February  two  "branch 
lines"  of  the  United  States  Air 
f  Mail  transcontinental  airway 
were  inaugurated  under  private 
enterprise.  One  extends  and  has  since 
been  making  daily  trips  between  De- 
troit and  Cleveland,  the  other  between 
Detroit  and  Chicago.  By  the  time  this 
appears  in  print  the  Detroit-Cleveland 
line  will  probably  be  extended  to 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  The 
operator  of  these  first  extensions 
of  the  Air  Mail  is  none  other 
rhan  the  versatile  Henry  Ford, 
who,  among  other  things,  demon- 
strated his  genius  when  without 
previous  railroad  experience  he 
re-organized  a  run-down  railroad 
system  and  put  it  on  a  lucrative, 
dividend-paying  basis. 

To  many  the  name  Ford  sym- 
bolizes a  miraculous  touch,  and 
his  pioneering  in  the  uncertain 
field  of  commercial  flying  may  be 
regarded  as  one  of  the  brightest 
auguries  of  civil  aeronautics. 

He  is  not  the  first  private  con- 
tractor to  fly  mails,  however,  for 
two  concerns  have  been  success- 
fully fulfilling  air  mail  contracts 
for  several  years.    One  line  from 
Seattle,  Washington,  to  Vancou- 
ver, British  Columbia,  has  estab- 
lished  a   remarkable   record  of 
safety  and  reliability  for  the  past 
five  years.    The  other,  from  New 
Orleans  to  Pilottown,  Louisiana, 
also  has  a  splendid  record  and 
the  operators  are  now  inaugurating  a 
more  important  extension.     The  Gov- 
ernment also  experimented  for  brief 
periods  with  air  mail  lines  from  Key 
West,  Florida,  to  Havana,  Cuba,  and 
between  distant  points  in  Alaska. 

Congress  did  its  utmost  to  encour- 
age civil  aeronautics  a  year  ago  when 
it  adopted  the  so-called  Kelly  Bill.  Un- 
der its  provisions  the  Postmaster-Gen- 


By  SAMUEL 
TAYLOR  MOORE 


eral  was  authorized  to  designate  new 
air  mail  lines  and  to  let  contracts  for 
flying  the  mails  on  a  profit-sharing 
basis.    The  postage  rate  was  fixed  at 


To  the  uninitiate  this  dashboard  of  a  com- 
mercial plane  is  a  bit  too  complicated  for 
anything.  A  fellow  could  use  a  couple  of 
extra  eyes  reading  all  those  gauges.  Getting 
the  hang  of  them  means  long  hours  in  the  air 

ten  cents  an  ounce  or  fraction  thereof 
for  any  distance  within  1,000  miles. 
The  minimum  government  share  was  to 
be  two  cents  an  ounce  but  under  the 
bidding  system  a  contractor  might  of- 
fer more.  Such  has  proved  to  be  the 
case,  for  one  private  contractor  has 
offered  to  fly  air  mail  for  approximate- 
ly five  cents  an  ounce.  This  federal 
assistance  is  termed  by  some  a  "post- 


age-stamp subsidy"  but  it  is  hardly 
that,  for  the  government  merely  acts 
as  agent  in  the  sale  of  stamps.  Estab- 
lished air  mail  terminals  may  be  util- 
ized by  the  contractors  but  cost  of  new 
terminals,  emergency  fields  and  beacons 
must  be  met  by  private  enterprise. 

Originally  eight  routes  were  adver- 
tised for  contract.  Nineteen  bids  were 
received.  Some  bidders  were 
found  to  lack  the  necessary  cash. 
Only  five  contracts  were  at  first 
awarded.  Since  then,  however, 
five  additional  contracts  have 
been  placed.  The  Ford  lines  are 
now  in  operation.  Under  the 
terms  of  the  contract  for  the  At- 
lanta-Miami extension,  service 
was  to  begin  on  April  1st.  It  is 
reasonably  certain,  therefore, 
that  by  the  time  you  read  this 
at  least  three  new  extensions  will 
be  running  on  regular  schedule. 

Delays  in  making  deliveries  by 
aircraft  manufacturers  have 
forced  postponements  of  the  in- 
auguration of  service  on  the 
other  seven  lines  but  it  is  safe  to 
assume  that  by  June  1st,  at  the 
latest,  all  of  the  new  extensions, 
totaling  some  5,000  miles,  will  be 
established  on  daily  schedule. 

The  nucleus  of  our  national 
airways  system  will  include  addi- 
tionally the  following  routes  to 
be  operated  as  follows: 

Los  Angeles,  Bakersfield,  Fres- 
no,  San   Francisco,  Sacramento, 
Medford,   Portland,   Seattle— The  Pa- 
cific Air  Transport  Company. 

Los  Angeles,  Las  Vegas,  Salt  Lake 
City — The  Western  Air  Express,  Inc. 

Elko  (Nevada),  Boise,  Pasco  (Wash- 
ington)— Walter  T.  Varney  of  San 
Francisco. 

Chicago,  Moline,  St.  Joseph,  Kansas 
City,  Dallas,  Fort  Worth— National 
Air  Tiansport,  Inc. 
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Chicago,   Springfield    (Illinois),   St.  "I  believe  that  the  example  furnished  Department  invite  proposals  for  taking 

Louis — Robertson  Aircraft  Corporation,  by  the  Post  Office  Department'has  done  over  the  government  air  mail  system 

Chicago,  La  Crosse  (Wisconsin),  St.  more  to  stimulate  interest  in  commer-  from  New  York  to  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 

Paul,  Minneapolis — Charles  Dickinson,  cial  aeronautics  in  the  United  States  including  the  overnight  Chicago-New 

New    York,    Hartford,   Boston — Co-  and  to  enlist  the  capital  of  men  with  York  route.    The  basis  of  this  demand 

lonial  Air  Transport,  Inc.  imagination,  as  well  as  money,  than  appears  to  be  just.    For  the  fiscal  year 

Bids  are  also  being  considered  for  any  other  incident  that  has  ever  hap-  ending  last  July  1,  the  first  year  of 
three  additional  extensions,  including  pened,"  declares  the  Postmaster-Gen-  operation  of  the  through  transconti- 
the  Cleveland-Pittsburgh  line,  which,  it  eral.  "I  am  sure  the  President  feels,  nental  airway,  gross  air  mail  revenue 
is  a  foregone  conclusion,  will  go  to  Mr.  and  I  share  his  view,  that  the  service  of  was  roughly  $600,000  from  an  appro- 
Ford.  One  line  will  extend  from  Chi-  the  Air  Mail  can  be  better  performed  priation  of  $2,750,000.  The  private 
cago  to  Atlanta,  where  it  will  connect  by  privately  owned  companies  than  it  operators,  resigned  to  suffer  sizable 
with    the    Atlanta-Miami    line.     The  can  by  the  Government.    I  hope  to  see  deficits  in  the  first  two  years  of  oper- 


other  is  a  short  route 
from  Cheyenne,  Wyo- 
ming, to  Denver  and 
Pueblo,  Colorado.  The 
Postmaster-General  is' 
further  considering 
the  designation  of 
other  extensions  to  be 
advertised  for  con- 
tract. 

When  Postmaster- 
General  Harry  S. 
New  made  the  first 
awards  he  stated  his 
policy  of  selection  as 
follows : 

"Fair  promises  and 
high  hopes  on  the 
part  of  bidders  must 
give  way  to  consider- 
ation of  cold  facts 
and  actualities.  It 
would  be  a  most  un- 


The  British  biplane  Vanguard  being  trundled  out  to  do  its  stuff  before 
King  George  and  Queen  Mary.  This  huge  machine  is  designed  for  carry- 
ing troops,  but  it  could  transport  merchandise  just  as  well 


ation,  see  the  possi- 
bility that  new  traffic 
originating  on  exten- 
sions will  be  fed  to 
the  government  sys- 
tem, which  will  profit 
thereby  without  ex- 
pense. The  question 
is  raised  whether  the 
government's  obsolete 
planes  will  be  able  to 
transport  this  new 
business  efficiently. 

The  National  Air 
Transport  is  ready  to 
take  over  the  govern- 
ment airway  from 
New  York  to  Chicago 
on  short  notice,  re- 
placing the  redesigned 
DeHavilands  with 
modern  commercial 
machines.     It   is  ar- 


fortunate  experiment  to  establish  air  it  all  taken  over  by  private  companies  gued   that   they   are   entitled   to  any 

mail  lines  upon  a  basis  so  insecure  that  whenever   it   can   be   established   that  profits  accruing  on  the  "main  line"  by 

their  early  abandonment  would  be  high-  they  have  an  organization  to  carry  it  virtue    of    their    operations    on  the 

ly  probable,  if  not  actually  certain.    I  on.    There  are  now  several  companies  "feeder"  airways. 

have  required  that  every  bidder  should  well  organized,  adequately  financed,  and  West  of  Des  Moines  the  government 
satisfy  this  department  that  it  has  thoroughly  interested,  which  are  pro-  airway  is  not  financially  attractive  be- 
immediately  available  the  means  neces-  viding  themselves  with  such  equipment  cause  mail  traffic  is  inconsequential, 
sary  to  the  successful  performance  of  and  I  hope  they  can  take  over  the  serv-  weather  conditions  are  severe  for  nine 
its  contract."  ice  in  the  near  future  on  terms  the  months  of  the  year  and  the  terrain  is 
Congress  never  expected  the  trans-  Government  can  afford  to  accept."  difficult  by  virtue  of  its  mountainous 
continental  Air  Mail  to  return  a  profit.  The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  pri-  character.  It  is  felt  that  the  Govern- 
It  was  to  work  out  problems  of  com-  vate  companies  are  at  this  moment  ment  should  continue  to  operate  the 
mercial  flying — an    aerial    laboratory,  urgently  requesting  that  the  Post  Office  (Continued  on  page  15) 


Hartford,  capital  of  Connecticut,  seen  from  aloft.    The  Boston-New  York  commercial  air  route,  opened  this  spring, 
carries  planes  over  Hartford,  probably  because  the  tower  of  the  Travelers  Insurance  Company,  seen  in  the  foreground, 
is  New  England's  tallest  building  and  therefore  an  excellent  landmark.    The  building,  with  a  dome  in  the  left  back- 
ground, is  the  state  capitol 
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Where  the 
Poppies 
Come 
From 

By  ORTON  W. 
WOOD 


THERE'S  many  a  disabled 
service  man  today  with  a 
family  to  support  and  no 
compensation  coming  his 
way.  Perhaps  his  disability  has 
nothing  to  do  with  his  service. 
But  that  makes  the  situation  no 
less  needful.  His  wife  and  his 
kiddies  have  to  eat. 

Not  a  few  of  these  men  can 
feel  peace  of  mind  today  because 
they  are  working  for  a  living — 
the  living  that  means  so  much 
when  there  are  many  mouths  to 
feed.  They  are  working  for  The 
American  Legion  Auxiliary,  mak- 
ing poppies  for  sale  next  Memo- 
rial Day.  There's  a  special  joy 
in  wearing  a  poppy  made  by  a 
disabled  American  veteran,  when 
you  know  the  money  it  brought 
him  filled  a  desperate  need. 

In  hospitals — and  in  one  work- 
room in  Minneapolis — these  pop- 
pies are  made.  And  the  good 
that  the  money  does  their  makers 
is  often  less  than  the  good  that 
busy  fingers  bring  to  their  dis- 
turbed minds  and  bodies,  as  any  psy- 
chiatrist will  tell  you. 

There  was  one  patient,  a  brilliant 
physician  who  had  lost  the  power  to 
concentrate.  His  mind  would  jump 
from  this  to  that  against  his  will — 
which  meant  real  disability  for  him.  He 
entered  a  hospital  where  poppies  are 
made,  and  went  to  work  with  joy  in 
his  chance  to  keep  busy  and  earn  for 
his  family. 

It's  a  trick  to  make  poppies.  You 
build  them  petal  by  petal  and  part  by 
part.  The  doctor  learned  to  keep  his 
mind  on  making  poppies,  and  soon 
found  he  could  keep  his  mind  on  any 
problem  that  came  his  way. 

So  they  sent  him  back  once  more  to 
his  practice,  cured  by  the  poppies  he 
had  made.  And  his  family  was  kept 
from  absolute  want  while  he  was  in 
the  hospital  by  the  funds  he  had  earned 
with  his  nimble  fingers. 

Unfortunately,  not  all  of  the  poppies 
sold  in  the  United  States  are  made  by 
disabled  veterans.  Last  year  over 
3,000,000  poppies  were  made  by  dis- 
abled veterans  for  the  Auxiliary's  Na- 
tional Poppy  Committee.  But  over 
3,000,000  poppies  were  made  in  facto- 
ries— "commercial  poppies"  they  call 
them,  in  contrast  with  the  poppies  the 
veterans  make. 


Poppy-making  and  poppy-selling  make  up  an 
endless  chain  of  help  for  the  disabled  men  in 
hospitals.  The  profits  from  Auxiliary  poppy 
sales  finance  new  purchases  from  the  men 
who  make  the  poppies  at  their  bedside 


"We  are  hoping  that  more  of  the 
States  and  posts  and  units  will  buy 
their  poppies  of  the  Auxiliary,  and  less 
from  outside  sources,"  says  Mrs.  Ada- 
lin  Wright  Macauley,  Chairman  of  the 
Auxiliary's  National  Poppy  Commit- 
tee. "We  have  to  sell  them  for  just  a 
little  more,  because  our  workmen-vet- 
erans cannot  compete  with  factory  ma- 
chines and  highly  experienced  opera- 
tors. But  the  difference  in  cost  to  the 
post  is  slight.  And  remember,  the 
whole  thing  goes  to  disabled  men  who 
need  our  help. 

"The  3,000,000  poppies  made  last 
year  under  the  Auxiliary  National 
Poppy  Committee  meant  that  over 
$40,000  was  paid  direct  to  disabled 
men  as  wages  for  their  work.  This 
year,  if  no  more  orders  reach  the  pop- 
py committee  than  we  already  have, 
over  $65,000  will  be  earned  by  the  dis- 
abled. Every  cent  that  the  public  gives 
for  these  poppies  goes  to  help  the 
needy  and  disabled  service  men.  The 
Auxiliary  members  give  their  services 
free,  of  course.  So  do  the  hospital 
employes  who  supervise  the  work  in 
Minnesota,  at  Mendota,  and  every 
place  where  poppies  are  being  made." 

The  earnings  of  the  men  are  limited 
to  two  dollars  a  day  in  hospitals;  to 
four  dollars  a  day  in  the  work-room  in 


Minneapolis.  This  is  for  medical  rea- 
sons; sick  men  cannot  be  allowed  to 
overwork  at  the  time  when  their 
strength  must  be  conserved.  But  two 
dollars  in  wages  a  day  earned  in  hos- 
pital helps  at  home,  and  four  dollars  a 
day  is  a  godsend. 

The  American  Legion  was  the  first 
organization  in  the  United  States  to 
adopt  the  poppy.    Its  action  came  in 

1920.  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
adopted  the  poppy  as  its  emblem  in 

1921.  And  the  next  veteran  organiza- 
tion to  adopt  the  poppy  followed  in 
1922. 

A  complete  outline  of  the  Poppy  Day 
work— how  to  organize  to  sell  poppies, 
how  to  get  publicity  for  Poppy  Day 
activities  both  in  the  papers  and 
through  other  mediums— all  of  this  is 
in  the  Poppy  Book  being  published  by 
the  National  Poppy  Committee  of  The 
American  Legion  Auxiliary.  It  can  be 
obtained  through  National  Headquar- 
ters in  Indianapolis. 

And  a  "trailer" — a  one-minute  film, 
seventy-five  feet  long — has  been  worked 
up  in  animated  form  to  show  what  the 
poppy  is,  what  it  stands  for,  where  the 
money  goes.  It  will  be  available  to  all 
auxiliary  units  and  the  Legion  posts 
who  wish  its  aid  in  selling  poppies  for 
next  Memorial  Day. 


APRIL  2,  1926 


PAGE  9 


Corners  of  A.  E.  F.  France 

IV.    Musee  Cujas,  Bourges 


from  a  drawing 

by  A.  S.  VAN  EERDE 
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Q  UITE  a  few  veterans  will  remember  Bourges,  France,  in 
^»  which  the  above  drawing  was  made,  by  its  A.  E.  F. 
description — the  "Headquarters  Kennel  of  the  Paper  Work 
Hounds."  It  was  here  that  the  C.  R.  O.,  or  Central 
Records  Office  of  the  A.  E.  F.,  was  located  during  the  war, 
where  was  filed  a  card  for  every  member  of  the  A.  E.  F., 
from  private  to  general.  An  entry  was  made  every  time 
an  individual  was  transferred,  promoted,  demoted, 
wounded,  killed,  sent  to  hospital,  taken  prisoner  or  sent 
home,  or  did  anything  else  of  interest. 

One  of  the  principal  places  of  interest  to  A.  E.  F. 
sightseers  in  Bourges  was  the  Musee  Cujas,  pictured 


above.  This  house,  which  was  the  home  of  Jacques  Cujas, 
an  eminent  French  jurist  who  lived  during  the  period  from 
1522  to  1590,  is  an  admirable  specimen  of  early  Renais- 
sance architecture.  Cujas  spent  a  considerable  period  of 
his  life  as  a  professor  of  law  in  Bourges,  Paris  and 
Valence,  and  due  to  the  great  magnificence  of  his  home 
one  historian  has  suggested  that  university  professors 
must  have  been  well  paid  in  the  Sixteenth  century.  The 
building  is  now  a  museum  filled  with  very  rare  and  curious 
mementoes  of  an  earlier  day.  Unfortunately,  his  library, 
which  contained  five  hundred  manuscripts  of  Roman  laws, 
was  sold  in  accordance  with  his  will,  and  in  great  part  lost. 
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TPOR  God  and  country,  tee  associate  ourselves  together  for  the 
A  following  purposes:  To  uphold  and  defend  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  of  America:  to  maintain  laic  and  order:  to 
foster  and  perpetuate  a  one  hundred  percent  Americanism;  to  pre- 
serre  the  memories  and  incidents  of  our  association  in  the  Great 
War;  to  inculcate  a  sense  a)  individual  obligation  to  the  commu- 
nity, state  and  nation  :  to  combat  the  autocracy  of  loth  the  classes 
and  the  masses:  to  male  right  the  master  of  might:  to 'promote 
peace  and  good  will  on  earth:  to  safeguard  and  transmit  to  pos- 
terity the  principles  of  justice,  freedom  and  democracy;  to  conse- 
crate and  sanctify  our  comradeship  by  oar  devotion  to  mutual 
helpfulness. — Preamble  to  Constitution  of  The  American  Legion. 

Irrepressible  Florida 

Florida  has  given  another  proof  of  its  intention  to  keep 
on  being  the  Legion's  pace-setting  department  in  mem- 
bership despite  the  fact  that  it  didn't  win  the  Lindsley 
Trophy  in  the  race  which  ended  at  midnight  of  February 
28th.  On  March  12th  it  reached  and  passed  its  full  quota 
of  1926  membership — its  quota  representing  the  number  of 
members  National  Commander  McQuigg  hoped  it  would 
contribute  to  the  total  of  a  million  members  expected  from 
all  the  departments.  Florida's  1926  quota  was  set  at  9,989. 
Its  paid-up  1926  membership  cards  recorded  at  National 
Headquarters  on  March  12th  totaled  10,075. 

Florida  thus  has  won  the  honor  of  being  the  first  State 
to  reach  the  1926  membership  objective.  Wyoming,  which 
won  fifth  place  in  the  Lindsley  Trophy  race,  wins  the  honor 
of  being  the  second  department  to  reach  its  full  member- 
ship quota  for  the  year.  Its  quota  was  2,799,  and  on 
March  18th  its  cards  at  National  Headquarters  numbered 
2,837. 

Florida  and  Wyoming  now  constitute  the  Legion's  1926 
honor  society.  If,  one  by  one,  all  the  other  departments 
qualify  for  that  society,  the  Legion  will  have  one  million 
members  before  August  31st,  the  time  set  for  attaining 
the  quotas.  Florida  and  Wyoming  have  proved  the  quotas 
can  be  reached.  What  Florida  and  Wyoming  did  in  less 
than  three  months,  forty-six  other  States  certainly  can  do 
in  the  next  five  months. 

Not  Spectacular,  But  Necessary 

Most  Legionnaires  know  that  one  of  the  Legion's  most 
important  functions  is  in  helping  adjust  certain 
tangled  personal  problems,  arising  out  of  war  service, 
which  are  fraught  with  possibilities  of  wrecked  lives  if 
not  dealt  with  courageously.  Now  and  again,  however, 
the  Legionnaire  still  encounters  a  service  man  outside  the 
Legion  who  believes  the  Legion  isn't  doing  anything  for 
him  and  couldn't  do  anything  for  him.  Aside  from  the 
selfishness  of  such  a  viewpoint,  its  falsity  is  quite  evident. 
In  giving  aid  to  World  War  veterans  in  misfortune,  casual- 
ties in  peace-time,  American  Legion  posts  perform  a  serv- 
ice which  is  also  an  obligation — an  obligation  which  mor- 
ally rests  upon  service  men  outside  the  Legion  as  well  as 
those  in  it.  By  maintaining  the  machinery  for  prompt 
and  effective  aid  in  personal  emergencies  of  certain  types, 
the  Legion  also  performs  a  direct  service  for  thousands  of 
communities. 

Typical  of  work  being  done  by  the  Legion  is  that  of 
The  American  Legion  Service  Committee  in  the  Hawthorne 
Works  of  the  Western  Electric  Company  in  Chicago.  The 
committee  is  a  branch  of  the  Hawthorne  Club,  an  organiza- 
tion composed  of  all  employes  of  the  immense  manufactur- 
ing plant,  and  each  year  it  assists  in  obtaining  adjustment 
of  thousands  of  Veterans  Bureau  claims,  and  other  cases 
vitally  affecting  the  interests  of  service  men.  It  has  be- 
come an  agency  to  which  even  non-service  men  employed 
jn  the  plant  appeal  in  certain  family  emergencies. 

Some  time  ago,  for  example,  a  foi-eman  reported  that 
his  brother  who  had  served  in  the  World  War  had  devel- 
oped a  mental  ailment  and  was  becoming  so  violent  that 
members  of  the  family  were  in  fear  of  their  lives.  Through 
the  efforts  of  The  American  Legion  Committee,  the  sick 


man  was  moved  to  a  psychopathic  hospital.  The  commit- 
tee obtained  the  appointment  of  a  conservator  by  the  pro- 
bate court.  It  executed  federal  and  state  adjusted  com- 
pensation applications.  It  obtained  an  award  of  eighty 
dollars  a  month  as  compensation  from  the  Veterans  Bureau. 

In  this  one  case,  The  American  Legion  Committee  ren- 
dered a  service  which  lifted  a  spell  of  terror  from  an  entire 
family  and  saved  the  family  from  threatened  demoraliza- 
tion. What  it  did  in  this  one  case,  the  committee  has  done 
in  many  other  cases.  And  what  it  is  doing  is  typical  of 
work  being  performed  by  American  Legion  agencies 
everywhere. 

Dramatic  proof  of  the  Legion's  capacity  for  help  is  also 
given  by  a  recent  happening  in  Toledo,  Ohio.  A  young 
man  was  found  dead  in  his  room,  the  victim  of  accidental 
asphyxiation.  In  a  pocket  was  found  a  membership  card 
of  an  American  Legion  post  in  Iowa.  The  secretary  of 
The  American  Legion  service  committee  in  Toledo  tele- 
graphed to  the  Adjutant  of  the  Iowa  post.  The  Iowa  post 
directed  that  the  body  be  shipped  at  the  post's  expense 
and  reported  that,  inasmuch  as  the  young  man's  mother 
was  in  straitened  financial  circumstances,  the  post  would 
meet  the  burial  expenses.  Toledo  Legionnaires  obtained 
the  appointment  of  an  administrator.  Clothing  for  burial 
was  procured  from  a  trunk.  A  coffin  was  purchased.  The 
body  was  sent  back  to  Iowa  on  the  day  death  occurred. 

There  is  scarcely  a  single  post  of  The  American  Legion 
which  has  not  performed  services  such  as  those  described 
above.  As  the  years  pass  and  the  Legion  grows,  the  neces- 
sity for  these  services  will  most  certainly  increase  and  the 
Legion's  capacity  to  perform  them  will  grow.  The  federal 
Government  and  many  of  the  States  have  enacted  laws 
which  facilitate  the  Legion's  work  of  this  kind  and  prevent 
the  financial  burden  it  entails  from  falling  entirely  upon 
the  Legion.  Each  post,  as  a  matter  of  self-respect,  will  do 
all  that  it  can  to  help  the  service  man  overwhelmed  by 
personal  calamity  and  to  lighten  the  lot  of  families  which 
suffer  through  circumstances  growing  out  of  the  war. 

Every  Legionnaire  may  find  satisfaction  in  helping 
make  the  Legion's  work  possible.  The  service  man  still 
outside  the  Legion  should  examine  well  his  own  conscience. 
He  is  shirking  his  share  of  a  duty  which  belongs  to  all 
service  men. 

A  New  Job  for  the  Censor 

Every  time  the  clock  ticks  off  a  second  someone  grinds 
out  a  statistic.  If  it  isn't  the  fact  that  women  in 
America  are  spending  $323,000,000  a  year  for  cosmetics 
it's  that  in  cities  of  over  100,000  population  in  this  country, 
there  were  58,143  lawyers,  32,146  of  whom  were  white 
persons  of  native  parentage,  and  18,817  of  foreign  or  mixed 
parentage.  Or  something  else.  And  so  on.  Even  this 
editorial  starts  out  with  a  statistic. 

It  will  be  worse.  For  fact  finders  and  recorders  were 
at  it  before  Roger  Babson  and  his  statistical  institute  got 
under  way  to  tell  business  men  that  "the  Babsonchart  this 
week  shows  business  thirteen  percent  above  normal,  and 
the  outlook  is  promising." 

But  too  much  is  too  much.  People  who  have  money  to 
invest  want  to  know  about  the  number  of  coffee  beans  to 
the  acre  you  get  in  Brazilian  plantations,  but  surely  the 
rest  of  us  ought  to  be  spared.  Let  those  ponderous  fig- 
ures be  tied  up  in  massive  tomes  like  the  Statesman's  Year 
Book  and  the  World  Almanac,  all  ready  for  use  with  ready 
reference  lists.  Don't  let  us  get  tripped  up  on  them  when 
we're  ready  to  enjoy  an  evening  with  the  loud  speaker,  and 
don't  make  us  memorize  things  like  this: 

Life  insurance  companies  in  New  York  State  in  1918 
owned  $1,681,242,371  of  railway  bonds. 

In  the  year  ended  June  30,  1923,  the  United  States 
Government  issued  1,253,195,951  postal  cards  and  handled 
19,238,548  dead  letters,  which  contained  $143,993. 
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A  PERSONAL  PAGE 
by  Frederick  Palmer 


Everyone  owns  a  factory.  It  is  his  own  head.  I  ask 
myself  occasionally,  "Is  my  idea  factory  working  to  ca- 
pacity? Am  I  using  only  my  eyes 
How  Is  the  on   the   news   reel    and    the  daily 

Idea  Factory?  paper?  Am  I  letting  others  do  my 
thinking  for  me  because  I  am  too 
lazy  to  do  it  myself,  or  even  to  inquire  if  the  others  are 
doing  a  good  job  of  thinking  for  me?" 

Mind,  like  muscle,  grows  with  exercise.  More  people 
get  brain  flabbiness  than  brain  fag.  I  know  men  who 
exercise  their  minds  so  little  that  they  have  to  be  told 
when  they  are  having  a  good  time.  They  sleep-walk 
along  under  the  impression  that  you  can  be  alive  even 
if  you  are  dead  from  the  neck  up. 


When  their  victims  have  waited  in  vain  for  the  fabu- 
lous profits  that  smooth  tongues  promised  and  try  to  sell 
their  stocks,  the  salesmen  have  disappeared,  the  company 
in  some  distant  place  proves  to  be  a  myth.  All  the  vic- 
tims have  is  some  pieces  of  worthless  paper.  I  hate  to 
think  that  a  man  who  fought  in  the  war  and  was  deloused 
would  allow  one  of  these  human  cooties  to  batten  on  him. 
I  can  hear  the  cootie  grinning  and  boasting:  "Thai  boob 
was  one  of  those  war  heroes,  but  I  made  a  sucker  of  him." 
Before  investing  ask  the  local  banker  about  that  company 
which  assures  one  hundred  percent  dividends,  or  write  to 
a  banker  or  a  Legion  post  in  the  town  which  is  the  com- 
pany's headquarters  as  to  its  standing  and  that  of  its 
president  and  board  of  directors. 


Here  are  questions  that  are  not  too  small  for  the  big- 
gest city  and  not  too  big  for  die  smallest  town.  I  have 
them  with  a  request  for  my  opinion 
Of  Far-Reaching  from  A.  S.  Robertson,  Past  Com- 
Concertl  mander   of   Gaudette-Kirk   Post  of 

Spencer,  Massachusetts. 

"Can  a  building,  or  Town  Hall,  with  all  its  activities 
day  in  and  day  out,  be  a  real  memorial  to  our  comrades? 
Would  this  building  be  as  respected  by  the  coming  as  by 
the  present  generation?  Will  a  Memorial  Monument, 
that  stands  apart  from  a  building  and  tells  at  a  glance 
that  it  memorializes  those  who  gave  their  all,  be  more 
sacred  and  fitting  as  a  memorial?" 

That  is  it — tells  at  a  glance.  Hall  or  Monument,  it 
must  express  the  dignity  of  the  deeds  it  honors.  I  prefer 
a  noble  example  of  one  to  a  tawdry  example  of  the 
other.  On  principle,  I  prefer  the  Hall.  In  Lowell,  in 
Robertson's  own  State,  is  a  true  civic  center,  which  is  my 
idea  of  what  a  Memorial  Hall  should  be.  It  permits  no 
one  to  escape  the  glance  that  tells.  When  you  enter  you 
are  in  a  sacred  room.  The  names  of  all  the  men  of  Low- 
ell who  fell  for  their  country  from  Bunker  Hill  to  the 
Argonne  are  in  bronze  on  the  walls.  They  seem  one  host 
speaking  in  one  voice: 

"We  fought  for  you  in  brotherhood  to  preserve  broth- 
erhood. You  honor  us  with  this  building.  We  live  again 
in  your  meetings  here;  we  are  with  you  in  council  in  all 
your  affairs  today  and  in  all  days  to  come.  We  want  you 
to  give  the  memory  of  past  service  the  inextinguishable 
life  of  present  service." 

Why  not  both  Monument  and  Hall?  The  Monument 
may  come  after  the  Hall.  If  there  is  already  a  Town 
Hall,  or  there  are  not  the  ways  and  means  to  build  one. 
then  the  Monument.  The  character  of  a  War  Memorial 
may  do  much  to  mould  the  character  of  a  community. 

In  good  times  parasites  also  prosper.  Vermin  like 
fat  and  well  nourished  bodies.     Those  human  cooties. 

fake  stock  salesmen,  are  reported  to 
Human  Cooties  be  reaping  harvests  these  days.  They 
Flourish  g°  on  the  theory  that  "a  sucker  is 

born  every  minute,"  and  "once  a 
sucker  always  a  sucker."  They  take  in  men  who  think 
themselves  quite  too  clever  to  buy  a  gold  brick  or  to  fall 
for  the  ancient  shellgame.  They  take  the  little  legacies 
of  widows  and  the  hard  earned  savings  of  wage  earners. 
They  ruin  homes;  they  rob  children  of  schooling. 


One  country  is  disarming.  Little  Denmark  has  not 
waited  on  the  Disarmament  Conference.     Her  Congress 

has  voted  to  abolish  her  army  and 
Blessed  to  navy  and  to  rely  on  police  and  coast 

be  Small  guards.     If  every  Danish  man  and 

woman  were  armed  and  drilled  and 
Uiey  bankrupted  themselves  in-  building  a  navy  Denmark 
could  not  resist  her  big  neighbors.  If  one  neighbor 
should  attack  her  others  would  have  to  rush  to  her  de- 
fense because  they  could  not  afford  to  allow  any  country 
to  annex  Denmark.  So  Denmark  capitalizes  her  size  and 
position  while  the  big  neighbors  arm,  threaten  and  argue. 
In  her  case  it  is  blessed  to  be  small. 

Steam  took  the  place  of  sail  on  the  sea;  of  water  over 
the  wheel  to  grind  grain,  and  of  the  windmill  in  pumping; 

coal  took  the  place  of  wood  in  mak- 
Making  Water  ing  steam  and  giving  us  heat;  min- 
Work  for  Us  eral  oil  the  place  of  tallow  in  giving 

us  light. 

Again  water,  through  the  medium  of  the  electricity 
which  it  creates,  is  turning  the  wheel  of  industry;  it  is 
pumping;  taking  the  place  of  coal;  giving  us  light  and 
warmth  for  our  houses  and  cooking  our  food  and  running 
trains  and  street  cars.  Every  river,  every  mountain 
stream,  waterfall  and  cataract  is  a  potential  servant.  Cap- 
ital is  in  the  same  race  for  water  power  that  it  was  in 
former  days  for  railroad  rights  of  way,  street  car  fran- 
chises and  the  control  of  forests  and  mines.  It  is  time  to 
be  on  the  watch.  State  ownership  raises  the  question  of 
inefficient  government  management  compared  to  efficient 
private  management.  We  must  keep  the  control  of  what 
is  our  own  in  a  way  to  make  this  great  servant  of  the 
future  do  the  most  possible  work  for  us  at  the  lowest 
possible  rates. 

Hornsby,  Cobb,  Speaker,  Heilmann  and  Ruth  better 
look  to  their  laurels.    National  Adjutant  Barton  is  hitting 

'em  right  out  of  the  lot,  and  reach- 
A  New  ing  for  'em  at  that.    Off  to  an  early 

Home  Run  King  start  his  batting  average  so  far  this 

season  is  breaking  all  the  old  timers' 
records  with  the  department  and  post  adjutants  yet  to 
hear  from.  The  Junior  All-American  League,  sponsored 
by  the  Legion,  is  already  organized  in  twenty-one  States. 
The  boys  have  their  chance.  It  is  the  greatest  of  all 
leagues,  a  great  healthy  business. 
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RADIO 


1EGION  co-operation  with  the  older 
veterans'  organizations  has  now 
j  been  extended  into  the  radio 
field.  On  Tuesday,  April  6th, 
the  G.  A.  R.  Post  of  Decatur,  Illinois, 
will  celebrate  its  sixtieth  birthday. 
Some  years  ago  a  bronze  coramemoriv- 
tive  tablet  was  placed  on  the  building 
in  which  this  post  of  Civil  War  vet- 
erans was  organized,  and  a  special 
ceremony  will  attend  the  replacing  of 
this  tablet  on  a  new  building  recently 
erected  on  the  site.  Beside  participat- 
ing in  these  exercises,  Castle  Williams 
Post  of  The  American  Legion  in  De- 
catur will  broadcast  a  special  G.  A.  R. 
program  from  the  William  Gushard 
Company  Station  WJBL  (270  meters) 
on  the  evening  of  April  6th  as  further 
recognition  of  the  important  occasion. 
Radio  activities  are  not  new  with  Cas- 
tle Williams  Post  as  a  Legion  program 
is  broadcast  regularly  by  the  post  on 
the  last  Monday  night  in  each  month 
from  the  same  broadcasting  station  at 
9:30  o'clock,  Central  Time. 

PROGRAM  coming  in  fine  over  fifty 
head  phones  and  six  loud  speakers. 
Patients  refusing  to  observe  rest  hours 
and  employes  have  quit  work."  When 
this  telegram  was  received  by  Okla- 
homa Radio  Post  in  Oklahoma  City 
during  one  of  its  weekly  programs  from 
Station  KFJF,  from  the  Soldiers  Tu- 
bercular Hospital  at  Sulphur,  Okla- 
homa, the  officers  of  the  newly-organ- 
ized pioneer  air  post  of  the  Legion  de- 
cided that  other  arrangements  would 
have  to  be  made  to  take  care  of  the 
listeners-in  in  hospitals.  The  Saturday 
midnight  programs,  they  decided,  were 
all  right  for  hale  and  hearty  veterans, 
but  not  of  curative  value  to  the  dis- 
abled buddies.  So  Oklahoma  Radio 
Post  is  broadcasting  a  special  program 
for  the  shut-ins  from  Station  KFJF 
each  Sunday  afternoon  at  3  o'clock, 
Central  Time. 


ON  THE  AIR 


Brief  announcements  of  radio  programs  to  be 
broadcast  by  Legion  i>osts  will  be  jiuhlishrd  in 
this  department.  Notices  of  proposed  i>rogra>ns 
should  be  sent  to  the  Weekly  at  least  four  weeks 
in  advance  of  date  of  broadcasting.  Be  sure  to 
give  the  wave  length. 

Following  Legion  programs  will  be  broadcast 
at  2  p.  m..  Central  Time,  on  dates  shown  from 
Station  WMAQ  (447.5  meters).  Chicago,  Illinois: 
George  L.  Giles  Post,  April  2  ;  Theodore  B. 
Sachs  Post,  April  5  :  Carson  Pirie  Scott  Post, 
April  6  ;  Auxiliary  Unit  of  Verdun  Post,  April 
7  ;  Commonwealth  Edison  Post,  April  8  ;  Hyde 
Park  Post,  April  9. 

Castle  Williams  Post,  Decatur.  Illinois,  will 
broadcast  a  special  G.  A.  R.  program  from  Sta- 
tion WJBL  (270  meters),  to  commemorate  six- 
tieth anniversary  of  organization  of  Decatur 
G.  A.  R.,  on  the  evening  of  April  6. 

Oklahoma  Radio  Post,  Oklahoma  City,  broad- 
casts its  meeting  and  a  program  of  entertain- 
ment from  Station  KFJF  (261  meters),  every 
Saturday  at  midnight.  Central  Time.  Program 
continues  for  two  hours. 

Robert  E.  Bentley  Post,  Cincinnati.  Ohio, 
broadcasts  a  program  every  Monday  night  from 
9  to  10  p.  m..  Central  Time,  from  Station 
WKRC  (422  meters). 

Oklahoma  Radio  Post  broadcasts  a  special 
program  for  hospitalized  veterans  from  Station 
KFJF  (261  meters),  every  Sunday  at  3  p.  m.. 
Central  Time. 


SAY  "BAYER  ASPIRIN"  and  INSIST! 

Unless  you  see  the  "Bayer  Cross"  on  tablets  you  are 
not  getting  the  genuine  Bayer  Aspirin  proved  safe 
by  millions  and  prescribed  by  physicians  for  25  years. 


Accept  only  "Bayer"  package 
which  contains  proven  directions. 
Handy  "Bayer"  boxes  of  12  tablets 
Also  bottles  of  24  and  100 — Druggists. 


Aspirin  is  the  trade  mark  of  Bayer  Manufacture  of  Monoaceticacideeter  of  Salicylicacid 


Post  Pep 


Postals! 


Adjutants!  Here  are  FOUR  of  the  TEN 
famous  time,  trouble  and  temper  savers  known 
as  "POST  PEP  POSTALS." 

The  ideal  arrangement  whereby  half  of  your 
work  can  be  delegated  to  these  efficient  mes- 
sengers. 

This  will  leave  you  more  time  to  attend  to 
other  and  more  important  matters  —  and  yet 
keep  the  POST  pepped  up ! 

Write  TODAY  for  a 
FREE  catalog! 

POST  PUJMTING  SERVICE 

The  Jtmerican  Legion  Weekly 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 


A&B  Bsthw -aO 
Charger oh^C 

SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED 

Charges  any  type  of  stor- 
age A  or  B  battery,  using  a 
few  cents  worth  of  ordinary 
house  current.  Works  per- 
fectly on  either  alternating 
or  direct  current.  Can  not 
injure  battery  and  lasts  for 
years.  May  be  used  as  a 
trickle  charger.  Complete 
directions  enclosed — anyone 
can  operate.  No  expensive  i 
"Extras"  to  buy. 

Why  pay  $10.00  to 
$18.00  for  a  charger  when 
you  can  get  this  splen- 
did GUARANTEED  R.  B.  Charger  by  mailing 
us  two  dollars  (bills,  money-order,  check  or 
stamps)  plus  ten  cents  in  stamps  or  coin  to  pay 
mailing  costs.  Charger  will  be  sent  postpaid. 
If  you  are  not  satisfied,  return  within  five  days 
and  we  will  refund  your  money.  Order  at  once 
—TODAY. 

R.  B.  SPECIALTY  COMPANY 

Dept.  601,  308  East)  Third  Street, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


Superior  quality  dinner  ring 
of  18  Kt.  white  gold.  Three 
large,  first  quality,  genuine 
blue-white  diamonds  set  in 
hand  carved,  pierced  mount- 
ing of  latest. lacedesign:  two 
genuine  French  blue  sap. 

r .hires  accentuate  the  bril- 
lance  of  thediamonds.  Usual 
retail  price  higher,  order  di- 
rect from  us.  only  $42. SO. 


just  send  your  name 
and  address  and  this  e 
quisite  dinner  ring  willcome 
to  you  parcel-post  prepaid 
on  lO  DAYS  FREE  TRIAL. 
Pay  postman  only  $2  on 
delivery,  then  after  free 
trial,  pay  balance— $3.38 
a  month  for  one  year.  Mon- 
ey back  if  not  satisfactory. 


ALL  TRANSACTIONS  STRICTLY  CONFIDENTIAL 
No  Red  Tape  No  Delay 

WRITE  FOR  FREE  ROYAL  CATALOGUE 

See  the  thousands  of  special  values  in  diamonds, 
watches  and  jewelry.  Send  for  your  copy  at  once. 

ROYAL  DIAMOND  &  WATCH  CO. 

Dept.  1594  170  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK 
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Dandruff 
and 

Loss  of  Hair 


I 


Do  not  neglect  the  warning 
of  the  itching  scalp— Keep 
your  head  free  from  dan- 
druff and  the  pores  and  oil 
ducts  clean  by  the  frequent 
use  of  Glover's  Imperial 
Mange  Medicine. 
This  well-known  application  not  only  remove* 
and  prevents  dandruff  but  stimulates  the  hair 
roots  and  makes  the  oil  glands  function  prop- 
erly, bringing  about  a  healthy  condition  of  the 
hair  and  scalp.  It  heals  the  tender  spots  and 
itching  scalp  caused  by  caked  dandruff  and 
restores  the  dry  skin  to  its  normal  softness. 
Every  time  your  hair  needs  washing,  first  use 


GLOVERS 

IMPERIAL 

MANGE  MEDICINE 


and  you  will  find  a  marked  improvement. 
After  treating  the  hair  with  this  healing  and 
stimulating  medicinal  preparation,  shampoo 
with  Clover's  Imperial  Medicated  Soap. 
For  sale  at 
Druggists',  Barbers',  and  Hairdressers' 

Write  for  Free  Book 

"How  to  have  Beautiful  Hair  and  a  Healthy 
Scalp"  by  Dr.  H.  Clay  Clover 
Address  H.  CLAY  GLOVER  CO.,  Inc. 
Dept.  A.  H.  39.  119-121  Firth  Ave.,  New  York  City 


B£lheJaiiKing 

Of  Your  Tbwn  t 


Be  popular.  In  demand  everywhere.  Have  fun 
Sara  your  welcome.    Charm  your  fncods  with  youc 


SAXOPHONE 

Teach  yourself,  3  free  lessons  give  you  quick 
easy  start.  Try  any  instrument  in  your  own 
home  6  days  free.  See  what  you  can  do.  Easy 
terms  if  you  decide  to  buy.  Send  now  for 
beautiful  free  literature.  A  postal  brings  details. 

Buetcher  Band  Instrument  Co.  (4) 
1078  Bueacher  Block  Elkhart,  Indian* 


OWN  a  Typewriter 

Big  Typewriter  Bargain 


Own  your  own  Underwood 
Model  5!  Why  take  less  when  ouv 
rebuilt  plan  brings  this  ace  of  all 
writing  machines  at  a  big  saving 
and  on  easy  monthly  terms  I 


Don't  bay  a  typewriter  un- 
til after  a  free  trial  of  this 
one!  We  oive  you  a  quick  course  in 
touch  writing.  Send  today,  here  ana 
now.  for  our  special  offer- we'll  send  cats- 
log-  and  new.  valuable  Typewriting  Manual l_ 
fV*«.A<jdre333HrPMAN-WARDMFQ-Co.2514Sh1pmanBldg..Cftfeqg» 


High  School  Course 
in  2  Years 


can  complete! 
simplified  High 


School  Course  at  home  in- 
ald.  of  two  years.  Meet.  .11  requirement*  for  entrance  to  college 
and  the  leading  profeaaiona.  Thie  end  thirty  oil  other  practical 
aoureee  are  described  in  our  Free  Bulletin.   Send  for  It  TODAY. 

AMERICAN  SCHOOL 

Dcet.l  A...  *  5Btti  »t.     ©AS  1923  ttllgjfjD 


How  They  Do  It  in  Texas 


(Continued  from  page  5) 


body  in  town  takes  an  interest.  Pretty 
soon  the  progress  of  the  Legion's  mem- 
bership campaign  is  the  topic  of  the 
day,  and  every  member  is  asked  by  his 
family  and  his  friends,  "Have  you  paid 
up  yet?"  And,  of  course,  many  a  serv- 
ice man  who  does  not  belong  is  greeted, 
over  the  dinner  table  with  "Henry,  I 
wish  you'd  join  the  Legion.  I  declare, 
everybody  in  town  but  you  belongs. 
You  know,  Mary  Smith  asked  me  today 
if  you  were  a  conscientious  objector 
during  the  war,  or  did  you  have  flat 
feet?  And  you've  told  me  so  many 
times  that  your  division  is  the  one  that 
really  won  the  war.  I  wish  you'd  join 
the  Legion!" 

While  this  is  going  on,  the  member- 
ship committee  sends  out  a  couple  of 
letters  to  old  members  as  well  as  to 
prospects.  Then  the  adjutant  takes  all 
of  the  last  year's  membership  cards  and 
prospect  cards  and  sorts  them  accord- 
ing to  addresses.  For  instance,  a  good 
many  members  live  in  Waelder,  Texas. 
Suppose  that  the  adjutant  has  cards 
for  twenty-five  old  members  at  Waelder, 
and  ten  prospects.  Out  of  the  mem- 
bers there  he  selects  four,  each  of  whom 
he  appoints  a  local  membership  chair- 
man. Then  he  sends  each  of  these  chair- 
men a  list  of  the  whole  group,  last 
year's  members  and  prospects.  Prob- 
ably no  single  one  of  the  chairmen  will 
see  all  thirty-five,  but  among  them  they 
will  average  better  than  two  calls  on 
each  man  on  the  list.  These  chairmen 
report  their  progress  at  regular  post 
meetings. 

When  the  ground  has  been  gone  over 
thoroughly,  the  names  of  all  men  who 
have  not  yet  paid  up  are  put  on  a  roll. 
This  roll  is  read  in  meeting,  and  at 
least  one  volunteer  is  expected  to  stand 
up  for  each  name — the  volunteer  is  a 
man  especially  well  qualified  to  solicit 
that  particular  prospect,  and  he  is  ex- 
pected to  get  his  man.  The  volunteers 
take  their  jobs  seriously,  and  they  usu- 
ally effect  a  clean-up  before  the  next 
meeting.  At  the  next  meeting  the  re- 
vised roll  of  delinquents  is  read,  and 
new  volunteers  called  for.  Results 
from  this  method  are  surprisingly 
good. 

These  methods,  taken  together,  have 
been  sufficiently  effective  to  get  the  post 
over  the  top  in  time  to  win  the  Distin- 
guished Service  Citation  offered  by  Na- 
tional Headquarters  the  last  two  years. 

So  much  for  a  tested  method  that  has 
held  up  membership  year  after  year, 
and  brought  about  a  steady  growth.  A 
great  many  posts  are  not  in  this  situ- 
ation. They  have  never  had  member- 
ship commensurate  with  the  size  of 
their  towns,  or  if  they  have  had,  it  was 
back  in  the  easy  days  of  1920.  Sound 
methods  of  steady  growth  will  help 
them,  but  not  soon  enough  to  satisfy 
the  ambitious  post  officer  who  wants  to 
get  his  post  really  going  full  tilt  this 
year. 

Rotan  Post  of  Rotan,  Texas,  was  in 
pretty  much  that  condition.  Rotan  is  a 
town  of  1,500,  and  the  1925  member- 
ship of  forty-three  was  the  largest  to 
date.  Yet  there  were;  including  the 
members,  about  eighty  men  eligible,  so 
that  the  post  had  barely  passed  fifty 
percent  of  its  possibilities.  That  might 
have  satisfied  a  good  many  posts'  offi- 
cers, but  not  those  of  Rotan  Post. 


So  by  the  middle  of  1925  the  post  had 
begun  discussing  1926  membership  in 
its  regular  meetings.  When  the  first 
day  of  September  arrived,  two  member- 
ship committees  had  been  organized  and 
were  ready  to  go  to  work.  Their  slo- 
gan was:  "Every  member  get  a  mem- 
ber— or  suffer  the  results."  The  post 
adjutant  wrote  stories  about  the  Le- 
gion, its  purposes,  its  aims,  its  accom- 
plishments. The  local  weekly  printed 
them,  and  everyone  in  town  read  them. 

The  post  had  signs  in  every  store 
window  in  town,  and  put  out  handbills 
weeks  before  it  began  to  sign  up  new 
members  for  1926.  Meetings  of  the 
membership  committees — everybody  in 
the  post — were  held  every  Monday  eve- 
ning, and  the  whole  time  was  taken  up 
with  a  discussion  of  plans  for  the  mem- 
bership drive.  Short,  snappy  speeches 
were  made.  The  whole  post  was  fired 
with  enthusiasm  for  the  drive. 

"We  talked  in  old  war  terms,"  ex- 
plains L.  E.  Newton,  adjutant  of  Ro- 
tan Post.  "We  planned  to  start  our 
drive  at  5  a.  m.  on  the  Eleventh  of  No- 
vember, and  we  did  start  it  then.  We 
talked  'Big  Guns,'  'Gas,'  'Grenades,' 
and  for  each  of  these  terms  we  had 
something  to  produce.  Our  'Big  Gun' 
was:  'Join  the  Legion  to  help  the  dis- 
abled and  the  unfortunate  buddy.'  Our 
'Gas'  was:  'The  Legion  has  done 
worlds  for  you.  What  have  you  done 
for  the  Legion?' 

"We  didn't  let  up  then,  but  kept  plug- 
ging away.  Always  there  are  those 
who  cannot  pay  their  dues;  we  went 
after  the  more  fortunate  members,  and 
got  them  to  take  on  the  membership 
dues  of  a  hard-up  buddy.  We  have  one 
man  in  the  post  who  has  paid  for  three 
membership  cards  besides  his  own,  at 
five  dollars  per.  The  plan  does  a  dou- 
ble service.  It  gets  into  the  post  a  man 
who  could  not  otherwise  afford  it,  who 
probably  needs  it  more  than  do  the 
more  affluent  men,  and  it  gives  the 
other  fellow  some  real  satisfaction. 

"Today,  with  1926  two  months  gone, 
we  have  sixty-five  members  paid  up — 
150  percent  of  1925  membership — and 
we  still  have  about  fifteen  eligible  men 
in  the  community  who  do  not  belong. 
We  are  starting  a  'Clean-Up  Campaign' 
to  get  these  fifteen  men,  and  by  the 
time  it  is  ended  not  more  than  two  or 
three  of  them  will  be  outside  out- 
ranks." 

That  is  what  two  Texas  posts  have 
accomplished.  There  is  not,  in  either 
of  these  methods,  a  thing  that  almost 
any  other  post  could  not  do.  And 
neither  method  could,  if  given  a  fair 
trial,  fail  to  increase  the  membership 
of  any  post  which  has  not  cleaned  up 
its  territory  one  hundred  percent. 


OUTFIT  REUNIONS 


.  1  v  noun  cements  for  this  department  must  be 
received  three  weeks  in  advance  of  the  events 
with  which  they  are  concerned. 

27th  Eng.  ("Mining  Regiment") — Reunion  of 
Northern  Minnesota  section  will  be  held  at  the 
Audi-ay  Hotel,  Hibbing,  Minn..  Apr.  10.  Address 
Herman  Adams.  Box  51,  Nashwauk.  Minn. 

U.  S.  S.  Missouri — Men  who  served  on  this 
vessel  interested  in  reunion  during  Legion  con- 
vention in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Oct.  11-15.  address 
Ray  A.  Boultinghouse,  1401  Main  St.,  Vincennes. 
Ind. 


Jree^Jutjyestions  in 

BRONZE  TABLETS 

MEMORIAL  FLAGPOLES.  GATEWAYS. ETC. 
ffie  j/our  City  Ornamental /ron  Co. 

Z637-Z7THAVE.SO.  MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN, 


APRIL  2,  1926 
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The  Doubting  Dollar  At  Last 
Puts  the  Plane  to  Work 


(Continued  from  page  7) 


western  section,  for  the  time  being  at 
least. 

If  the  eastern  section  of  the  trans- 
continental air  mail  is  not  offered  for 
bid  to  private  contractors  shortly,  ex- 
ecutives of  the  National  Air  Transport, 
Inc.,  have  stated  that  they  will  inaug- 
urate a  private  flying  service  between 
Chicago  and  New  York  on  their  own 
responsibility. 

From  the  standpoint  of  personnel, 
capital  and  experience,  National  Air 
Transport,  Incorporated,  shares  impor- 
tance with  Mr.  Ford.  The  NAT,  as  it 
is  popularly  known,  is  capitalized  for 
$10,000,000,  of  which  $2,000,000  was 
paid  in  at  the  time  of  organization. 
Howard  E.  Coffin,  a  leader  in  many 
phases  of  American  aeronautics,  is 
president,  and  Clement  M.  Keys,  presi- 
dent of  the  Curtiss  Aeroplane  &  En- 
gine Co.,  is  chairman  of  the  executive 
committee.  The  vice-presidents  are 
Charles  L.  Lawrance,  Wayne  Chatfield- 
Taylor  of  Chicago  and  Eugene  W. 
Lewis,  a  Detroit  banker.  John  J. 
Mitchell  of  Chicago  is  treasurer.  The 
board  of  directors  includes  Lester  Ar- 
mour, Marshall  Field,  William  Wrig- 
ley,  Jr.,  Robert  P.  Lamont,  John  Hays 
Hammond,  William  A.  Rockefeller, 
Stuyvesant  Fish,  Glenn  H.  Curtiss,  F. 
Trubee  Davison  and  other  men  of 
prominence. 

The  general  manager  is  Colonel 
Paul  M.  Henderson,  formerly  assistant 
postmaster-general  and  the  man  un- 
der whose  administration  the  practica- 
bility of  night  flying  was  established, 
enabling  the  inauguration  of  through 
transcontinental  air  mail  service.  De- 
spite a  large  volume  of  publicity  the 
fact  is  that  before  July  1,  1924,  the  Air 
Mail  was  of  little  practical  value.  The 
ground  organization  was  established, 
but  lacking  equipment  to  make  night 
flying  possible  the  service  was  merely 
a  supplement  to  the  railway  mail  serv- 
ice. Only  comparatively  short  dis- 
tances could  be  flown  in  daylight  hours 
with  the  result  that  an  infinitesimal 
volume  of  mail  was  accelerated  a  few 
hours  in  transport.  It  was  necessary 
pioneering  but  not  a  service  which 
could  command  a  money  premium  on 
time  saving. 

The  NAT  will  not  carry  passengers 
for  the  first  year  of  operation  at  least. 
The  primary  consideration  in  that  de- 
cision was  economic.  The  postage  rate 
is  ten  cents  an  ounce,  and  few  letters 
weigh  the  postal  limit.  Mail  or  freight 
is  much  more  compact  than  the  angu- 
lar human  body  and  it  is  therefoi-e  a 
source  of  potentially  greater  profit. 
The  other  factor  is  safety.  The  Car- 
rier Pigeon  is  a  single  motored  ship 
and  despite  nost-war  progress  in  all 
phases  of  aviation  the  element  of  risk 
is  recognized.  The  chain  is  no  stronger 
than  its  weakest  link,  engine,  pilot, 
and  ground  organization.  Other  air 
mail  contractors  may,  and  several  will, 
carry  passengers,  but  it  is  significant 
that  this  organization  of  experienced 
veterans  in  all  branches  of  aviation 
will  not. 

Some  idea  of  the  investment  for 
ground  organization  may  be  gleaned 
from  the  estimates  of  Colonel  Hender- 
son for  the  line  from  Chicago  to  Dal- 


las. It  totals  $225,000  for  the  first 
year.  The  salary  list  for  field  man- 
agers and  mechanics  alone  amounts  to 
$1,650  a  week.  Rentals  of  fields  total 
$300  a  week  and  that  despite  the  fact 
that  every  proposed  terminal  city  out- 
did its  nearest  rival  in  offering  hang- 
ars, landiner  fields  and  business  induce- 
ments to  attract  the  NAT  line  loca- 
tion. It  was  the  experience  of  the  com- 
pany that  mayors  and  business  inter- 
ests foresaw  in  the  location  of  flying 
terminals  another  historic  parallel  ber 
tween  the  development  of  the  city 
which  got  the  railroad  and  the  one 
that  didn't. 

Another  interesting  item  of  cost  is 
$100,000  which  represents  an  estimate 
for  practice  operations  before  any  mail 
is  carried.  To  thoroughly  familiarize 
the  entire  personnel  with  their  respec- 
tive duties,  the  NAT  airways  will  be 
operated  for  four  weeks  on  regular 
schedule  without  an  ounce  of  freight 
or  mail  in  the  compartments. 

In  addition  to  carrying  air  mail  un- 
der contract  Henry  Ford's  contribu- 
tions to  commercial  aviation  to  date 
consist  of  an  airport  at  Dearborn, 
equipped  with  every  modern  aero- 
nautical convenience,  and  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  Stout  Metal  Airplane  Com- 
pany. The  Ford  pocketbook  has  been 
further  opened  to  the  Airship  Develop- 
ment Corporation,  a  project  for  the  in- 
troduction of  an  all-metal  dirigible 
airship. 

Like  the  NAT  Mr.  Ford  has  con- 
fined his  operations  to  mail  and  freight 
carrying.  He  is  not  yet  ready  to  in- 
vite passengers  to  travel  by  air  nor 
has  he  ever  flown.  In  a  recent  inter- 
view he  expressed  fresh  optimism,  how- 
ever, with  the  statement,  "We'll  put 
all  the  people  into  the  air  whenever 
they  want  to  fly." 

In  recent  months  Mr.  Ford  has  been 
won  to  the  multi-motored  airplane.  The 
Stout-Ford  metal  monoplanes,  origi- 
nally powered  with  a  single  Liberty 
motor,  are  being  redesigned  with  three 
air-cooled  motors  of  200-horse  power 
each.  In  general  there  is  an  unmis- 
takable trend  to  the  multi-motored  air- 
plane for  its  safety  guarantee.  Within 
five  years  it  is  safe  to  predict  that  all 
commercial  airplanes  carrying  freight 
and  passengers  over  established  routes 
will  be  of  that  type. 

In  the  second  phase  of  commercial 
aviation  events  are  also  transpiring. 

Commercial  aviation  as  it  existed  in 
the  United  States  until  this  year  con- 
sisted of  a  number  of  small  companies 
for  the  most  part  rendering  taxi  serv- 
ice. According  to  the  1925  Year  Book 
issued  by  the  Aeronautical  Chamber  of 
Commerce  the  number  of  commercial 
companies  operating  from  a  fixed  base 
dwindled  from  124  in  1923  to  sixty  in 
1924.  The  mileage  flown  and  passen- 
gers carried  also  decreased  though  not 
by  the  more  than  fifty  percent  indi- 
cated in  the  passing  of  sixty-four  com- 
panies. The  majority  of  survivors  are 
now  on  financial  rock-bottom.  Most  of 
these  companies  own  from  four  to  six 
ships,  chiefly  rebuilt  war  planes. 

The  largest  private  company  in  the 
flying  business  is  the  Curtiss  Flying 
Service,  Incorporated,  operating  from 


"That 
"Musical 
Pal  of 
Mine" 


How  to  Play  The 

HOHNER  HARMONICA 


Ask  for  a  Copy! 

Thi9  interesting  and 
helpful  instruction 
book,  containing 
charts,  pictures,  and 
musical  selections, 
will  enable  you  to 
play  a  Hohner  Har- 
monica with  an  ease 
that  is  most  surpris- 
ing. Ask  for  a  copy  I 


Close 
Harmony 

We  hear  a  great  deal 
about  close  harmony 
these  days  — on  the 
stage,  in  the  movies, 
over  the  radio.  But  in 
music  and  sentiment, 
appreciationandunder- 
standing,  nothing  can 
equal  the  close  harmo- 
ny enjoyed  by  those 
who  play  the  Hohner 
Harmonica. 

Hohner  Harmonicas  are 
a  joy  to  play  and  a  joy  to 
listen  to.  Played  alone,  or 
in  conjunction  with  other 
musical  instruments,  they 
arecapableof  interpreting 
all  that  is  best  in  music, 
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are  commp 

GENERAL  BULLARD  was  among  the  first  of 
our  officers  sent  to  France.  He  commanded 
the  first  American  Division  to  go  into  the  lines,  and  it  was 
his  victorious  Army  that  was  pushing  on  toward  Metz  when 
the  Armistice  was  signed. 

NOW,  General  Bullard  is  the  first  to  lift  the  veil  of  silence 
and  censorship  that  has  covered  the  activities  of  our  troops 
in  France,  and  here  —  in  this  book — 

PERSONALITIES 

REMINISCENCES 
of  the  WAR 

by  Major-General  Robert  Lee  Bullard 

HE  TELLS  THE  BIGGEST  INSIDE 
STORY  of  the  WORLD  WAR 

When  a  few  parts  of  this  book  were  released  recently  in  the 
newspapers  —  being  so  frank,  so  outspoken  and  so  absorbing 
—  they  created  a  sensation!  He  neither  spares  feelings  nor 
begrudges  praise  in  telling  about  things  as  he  saw  them. 
Every  American  will  find  enjoyment  and  profit  in  reading 
the  general's  story. 

Mail  This  Coupon  At  Once! 


The  Legion  Book  Service  of  The  American  Legion  Weekly 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 

Gentlemen:  I  am  enclosing  $5.00.  Please  send  me,  postpaid,  Major-General 
Robert  Lee  Bullard's  book,  "Personalities  and  Reminiscences  of  the  War." 

Name  


Address. 
City  


S'ate. 


Curtiss  Field,  Long  Island.  During  an 
average  month,  the  revenue  for  vari- 
ous services  employing  four  permanent 
pilots  and  thirty  airplanes  totaled 
$15,102. 

Approximately  one-third  of  that 
business  was  taxi  service,  the  balance 
exhibition  flights,  instruction  and  pho- 
tographic missions.    What  is  this  taxi 

service? 

One  day  last  summer  the  son  of  a 
prominent  New  York  financier  injured 
his  leg  while  at  play  on  the  family  es- 
tate in  remote  Quebec.  The  mother 
might  well  have  had  a  Canadian  phy- 
sician attend  the  boy,  but  with  moth- 
erly solicitude  she  insisted  upon  a  sur- 
geon of  high  repute  in  New  York  City. 
Obviously  the  youngster  could  not  re- 
main in  pain  for  the  twenty-four  hours 
required  for  the  doctor  to  make  the 
trip  by  train  and  automobile.  Tele- 
graph wires  buzzed  a  message  to  the 
great  physician.  An  hour  later  he  was 
on  his  way  to  the  camp  by  air.  At 
Quebec  he  transferred  to  a  hydroplane 
because  of  lack  of  landing  fields.  Four 
hours  more  and  the  doctor  was  in  at- 
tendance on  his  young  patient. 

A  prominent  brokerage  house  with 
offices  in  New  York  and  Chicago  was 
threatened  with  bankruptcy.  The  pres- 
ence of  a  New  York  member  of  the 
firm  in  Chicago  early  the  following  day 
was  imperative  to  avert  the  catastro- 
phe. By  train  he  would  be  too  late.  At 
four  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  broker 
took  off  from  Curtiss  Field,  Long 
Island.  At  eleven  o'clock,  Central 
Time,  he  was  set  down  on  Maywood 
Field  less  than  an  hour  from  his  des- 
tination. The  airplane  had  saved  the 
day. 

That  anyone  can  master  the  me- 
chanics of  flying  is  proved  by  the  ex- 
perience with  novices  of  the  inimitable 
"Casey"  Jones,  who  has  supervised  the 
training  of  more  than  300  flying  stu- 
dents. Among  all  the  applicants  ever 
enrolled  in  the  Curtiss  Flying  School 
every  one  has  completed  a  solo  flight 
and  not  one  fatality  has  attended.  The 
average  pupil  was  ready  for  his  solo 
flight  after  five  or  six  hours  of  dual 
instruction,  administered  in  twenty 
minute  doses,  over  a  three-month  pe- 
riod. On  the  other  hand  one  student 
required  twenty  hours  of  dual  instruc- 
tion before  accomplishing  a  solo.  He 
was  not  an  American,  however.  He 
was  one  of  about  twenty  Chinese  stu- 
dents trained  at  Curtiss  Field,  three  of 
whom  are  now  generals  in  the  aviation 
service  of  the  Chinese  army.  Compara- 
tively few  American  war-trained  pilots 
fly  today.  Opportunities  were  lacking 
after  the  Armistice.  Most  of  them  are 
now  established  in  civil  fields  of  en- 
deavor. Few  will  go  back  to  air  pilot- 
ing as  a  profession  because  they  are 
beyond  flying  age.  A  new  generation 
of  airmen  must  be  trained. 

There  are  perhaps  forty  aviation 
"schools"  in  the  United  States  today. 
Tuition  rates  vary  from  $100  to  $300 
but  the  graduates  are  rarely  trained 
pilots  in  the  accepted  sense  of  the 
word.  They  can  take  an  airplane  into 
the  air,  fly  circles  and  land.  But  few 
can  find  their  way  from  one  point  to 
another.  At  one  time  the  Curtiss  Com- 
pany presented  each  graduate  with  an 
airplane  as  a  practical  diploma.  Most 
of  the  new  pilots  cracked  up  while  try- 
ing to  fly  home. 

It  is  significant  that  whereas  the 
number  of  flying  pupils  in  former  years 
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at  the  Curtiss  School  has  averaged 
about  sixty,  this  year  the  enrollment 
will  exceed  one  hundred. 

The  most  competent  annual  crop  of 
new  pilots  turned  out  are  the  gradu- 
ates of  the  Army  Flying  Schools  in 
Texas.  Out  of  140  students  who  qual- 
ify physically  less  than  half  receive 
their  wings.  These  youths,  recruited 
from  civilian  life,  are  commissioned 
second  lieutenants  in  the  Army  Air 
Service  Reserve  and  sent  back  to  civil 
life.  They  are  capable  in  every  phase 
of  aeronautics  and  the  best  fresh  fly- 
ing material  in  the  nation.  But  to  date 
few  have  been  able  to  find  employment 
in  the  air  because  of  lack  of  civil  avia- 
tion development.  They  look  with  hope 
on  the  trend  of  commercial  aviation 
in  recent  months. 


Whether  the  fledgling  wings  will  soar 
or  fall,  dropping  like  the  proverbial 
plummet,  remains  to  be  proved  by  ex- 
perience. Daniel  Guggenheim,  promi- 
nent financier,  has  given  $2,500,000  in 
cash  to  meet  problems  as  they  arise, 
and  to  anticipate  others.  That  is  a 
great  and  practical  aid.  The  Ameri- 
can Legion,  by  official  resolution,  is 
pledged  to  do  all  in  its  power  to  stim- 
ulate civil  aeronautics.  I  have  en- 
deavored to  outline  the  present  prom- 
ising situation.  Every  Legionnaire 
should  be  alert  to  literally  boost  aero- 
nautics to  make  America  "first  in  the 


This  is  the  second  of  two  articles  by 
Mr.  Moore  on  the  status  of  commercial 
aviation  today. 


Economy — or  Justice 

(Continued  from  page  U) 


years  this  amount  may  be  more  than 
the  veteran  can  command.  Consequent- 
ly the  present  bill  would  enable  a  dis- 
abled veteran  to  reinstate  with  the  re- 
sumption of  premium  payment,  the 
amount  of  the  unpaid  premiums  to  be 
deducted  from  the  face  value  of  the 
policy.  This  is  a  give-and-take  ar- 
rangement, which  protects  both  the 
Government  and  the  veteran.  The  bill 
also  asks  for  the  extension  of  the  time 
in  which  other  veterans  may  reinstate 
their  insurance  from  July  2,  1926,  to 
July  2,  1929. 

The  bill  provides  that  a  veteran 
rated  as  temporarily  totally  disabled 
for  twelve  consecutive  months  shall  be 
adjudged  totally  and  permanently  dis- 
abled for  insurance  and  compensation 
purposes..  This  would  increase  his 
compensation  allowance  from  $80  to 
$100  a  month  and  would  mature  his  in- 
surance policv.  He  would  not  have  to 
pay  premiums,  and  would  receive  a 
check  of  $57.50  a  month,  as  the  dis- 
ability benefit  of  his  policy. 

The  bill  arranges  for  the  admission 
of  ex-service  women  at  government  ex- 
pense in  other  than  government  hos- 
pitals. Government  hospitals  are  not 
always  equipped  to  handle  women  pa- 
tients. This  provision  would  relieve  the 
Government  of  the  expense  of  provid- 
ing special  wards  for  women. 

The  bill  would  reorganize  the  med- 
ical service  of  the  Veterans  Bureau 
with  the  object  of  obtaining  a  more 
skilled  personnel.  At  present  the  rates 
of  pay  and  method  of  selection  by  civil 
service  have  not  attracted  the  type  of 
men  desired.  The  projected  reorgani- 
zation would  give  the  Bureau  a  medical 
corps  modeled  after  those  services  in 
the  Army  and  Navy,  and  provide  a  fu- 
ture for  ambitious  young  physicians 
and  surgeons. 

Such,  briefly,  are  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  which  will  be  largely  up  to  one 
man  in  the  Senate  by  the  time  this  is 
read.  No  resume  would  be  complete 
that  was  not  couched  in  technical  terms 
and  involving  technical  situations 
which  would  stump  the  average  lay- 
man unless  he  translated  it  with  the 
aid  of  a  medical  dictionary.  But  the 
scientific  authorities  have  been  over  it 
with  a  fine  tooth  comb  and  the  weight 
of  their  opinion  is  for  it.  If  it  passes 
this  year  a  big  job  will  be  done. 

Another  piece  of  disabled  legislation 
which  the  Legion  has  been  fighting  for 


for  years  and  will  continue  to  support 
until  it  is  passed  is  the  bill  providing 
for  the  retirement  of  disabled  emer- 
gency officers  of  the  Army  on  an  equal 
pay  status  with  other  officers  of  the 
military  and  naval  service.  There 
were  nine  classes  of  officers  in  the  war. 
Eight  of  these  classes  have  received  re- 
tirement for  disability  following  the 
precedent  of  officers  of  the  regular 
services.  The  one  unrecognized  class 
is  emergency  officers  of  the  Army. 
Twice  this  bill  would  have  been  passed 
by  Congress  except  for  parliamentary 
tactics  of  delay  in  the  House.  The 
strategy  has  been  to  jockey  it  along  un- 
til near  the  close  of  a  session  and  then 
choke  it  off  by  pushing  other  legisla- 
tion in  ahead  of  it.  If  it  had  not  been 
for  the  Legion  this  bill  would  have  been 
as  dead  as  a  door  nail  and  forgotten 
years  ago.  But  the  Legion  annually 
brings  it  to  life. 

Just  now  there  is  no  telling  just  what 
will  happen  to  it.  In  the  House  it  is  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Rules,  of  which 
Bertrand  H.  Snell  of  New  York  is 
chairman,  waiting  for  a  special  rule  by 
which  it  can  be  brought  before  the  main 
body  of  the  House.  The  instant  this  is 
done  the  House  will  pass  it.  In  the 
Senate  it  is  before  the  Military  Affairs 
Committee  of  which  Senator  Wads- 
worth  of  New  York  is  chairman.  If 
the  Military  Affairs  Committee  reports 
it  to  the  floor  of  the  Senate  it  will  be 
passed  because  the  Senate  is  for  it. 
But  Mr.  Wadsworth  is  against  this  bill, 
though  he  used  to  be  for  it.  Mr.  Reed 
of  Pennsylvania  is  also  on  the  Military 
Affairs  Committee.  He  is  against  it 
now,  though  he  used  to  be  for  it.  Mr. 
Bingham  of  Connecticut,  another  Le- 
gionnaire, is  also  on  the  committee  in 
question,  and  he  is  against  the  bill. 
That  puts  the  Legion  in  a  bad  hole  as 
far  as  that  committee  is  concerned. 
Eight  national  conventions  of  the  Le- 
gion in  a  row  have  endorsed  this  mea- 
sure. There  can  be  no  question  how  the 
rank-and-file  veteran  feels  about  it. 
There  can  be  no  question  how  the  rank- 
and-file  Senator  or  Representative  feels 
about  it.  But  such  are  the  workings 
of  parliamentary  practices  that  not- 
withstanding these  facts  a  few  oppo- 
nents, strategically  placed  on  important 
committees,  can  defeat  the  will  of  the 
majority  by  delays.  The  Legion's  fight, 
as  before,  will  be  to  force  a  vote.  This 
would  infallibly  mean  a  victory. 
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Misunderstanding 

"You  had  some  fresh  shrimps  here  last 
week,"  began  the  purchaser.  "Now — " 

"Yes,  ma'am,"  interrupted  the  market 
man  apologetically,  "but  I  fired  both  of 
'em." 

The  Watchword  Is  Economy 
It  was   known   that   McSpriggins,  the 
village  tightwad,  kept  his  money  in  an 
old  sock. 

"I  should  think,"  remarked  one  of  his 
neighbors,  "that  a  careful  man  like  you 
would  keep  his  money  in  a  bank  rather 
than  entrust  it  to  a  worn  out  sock." 

"What!"  gasped  McSpriggins.  "An'  let 
the  sock  go  to  waste." 

Come,  Herbert!    Come,  Myra! 

[Heading  in   Asheville   (N.   G.)  Citizen] 
State  to  Name  Its  Oysters. 

For  Emergency 

"I  want  to  buy  a  car,"  meek  Mr.  Smith 
informed  the  salesman  bashfully,  as  he 
walked  into  the  big  automobile  salesroom. 

"Ah,  yes,"  replied  that  energetic  young 
man,  "and  how  large  a  family  have  you?" 

"Er — there  are  six  beside  myself." 

"We  have  just  the  model  you  want," 
asserted  the  salesman.  "A  compact  little 
roadster  with  a  quick  get-away." 

Consideration 

Yvette,  who  is  seven,  had  just  finished  a 
letter  to  her  father  who  was  "on  the  road." 

"But,  dear,"  asked  her  mother,  "aren't 
*    you  going  to  send  daddy  a  kiss?" 

"No,"  replied  Yvette.  "That  wouldn't 
be  nice.    I've  been  eating  onions." 

A  Short  Life,  But  a  Gay  One 

"Do  you  believe  in  life  after  death?" 
asked  the  Little  Widow's  friend. 

"Well,"  sighed  the  Little  Widow,  "I  do 
think  a  person  should  wait  until  she  gets 
out  of  mourning." 

Indeed  He  Had! 
[Manistee  (Mich.)  Neios  Advocate] 
The  party   who   stole   Peter  Murphy's 
skunk  at  8  Division  St.,  is  known  and 
had  better  return  to  avoid  trouble. 

The  Next  Best  Thing 

"What  makes  you  think  Bill  Morgan  is 
economical?" 

"Well,  his  wife  wanted  to  see  the  world 
— and  he  gave  her  a  map." 

Big  Game 

"Does  Wilbur  still  race  the  trains  to 
the  crossing?" 

"No,  it  was  too  tame.  He  traded  his 
car  for  a  motorboat  and  tried  to  cross  in 
front  of  a  battleship." 

Why,  Irene! 

Irene  Thomas,  pretty  typist, 

Really  made  a  hit 
With  her  new  boss,  Dave  A.  Meyer, 

But  she  had  to  quit 
When  he  noticed  on  each  letter 

She  had  signed  DAM:  IT. 

— Paul  Greusel. 

A  Hard  Day 

"Well,  sweetie,  how  has  my  little  bride 
been  all  day?"  asked  Younghusband  on  his 
return  from  his  office. 

"Oh,  George!"  cried  his  wife,  breaking 
into  tears.     "A  salesman  came  here  and 


called  me  his  dear  madam  and  I  called  a 
police  officer  and  now  I  have  to  go  to 
court  Wednesday !" 

No  Loafing  Allowed 

"You've  walked  to  the  end  of  the  room 
for  a  drink  of  water  three  times  in  the 
last  half  hour,"  roared  the  office  manager 
to  a  new  clerk.  "We're  trying  to  practice 
efficiency  in  this  office." 

"I  know,"  placidly  agreed  the  clerk,  "and 
I  just  want  to  see  that  we  get  our  money's 
worth  out  of  that  cooler." 

That  Wins 

"What's  your  definition  of  a  careful 
man?" 

"A  fellow  who  drinks  wood  alcohol  out 
of  sanitary  cups." 

0  to  Be  a  Commissioner! 
[From  Steele  (N.  D.)  Ozone] 
County  Commissioners  met  did  not  sit 
Wednesday,    that    being    Tuesday,  and 
Wednesday  being  a  legal  holiday  they  did 
not  sit. 

Sot 

"I  suggest,"  suggested  the  persuasive 
county  agent,  "that  we  discuss  these  dif- 
ferences in  an  open  forum." 

"For  'em,  hell !"  expostulated  Hiram 
Spudblossom.    "I'm  dead  ag'in  'em !" 

The  Cautious  Veteran 

The  flapper  whispered  that  his  eyes 

Were  such  a  perfect  blue ; 
She  told  him  that  his  heart  was  staunch 

And  kind  and  brave  and  true. 

She  raved  about  his  raven  hair, 

His  manly  form — all  that — 
And  said  she  knew  he'd  wealth,  he  looked 

Such  an  aristocrat. 

Just  what  she  sought  he  never  knew ; 

He  bolted  for  the  door 
And  yelled  :  "Farewell — good  night — good 
bye — 

But  I've  been  gassed  before !" 

— Floyd  Wagaman. 


All  Kinds  of  Work 

"Don't  you  find  it  hard  to  enforce  the 
law  in  a  wild  town  like  this?"  asked  a 
visitor  to  Red  Gulch. 

"Hell,  mister!"  ejaculated  the  local  con- 
stable. "We  got  three  or  four  laws  to  en- 
force out  here." 

Did  His  Best 

"So  that  little  Brown  boy  gave  you  an- 
other black  eye?"  inquired  the  mother. 
"That  settles  it !  You  must  quit  playing 
with  him." 

"Gee  whiz,  ma !"  protested  the  bruised 
child.  "I  wasn't  playin'  with  him  this 
time.    That  kid's  got  skill!" 

Made  It  Interesting 

"You  are  charged  with  resisting  arrest," 
the  judge  announced  sternly  to  the  red- 
headed and  belligerent  prisoner. 

"Yer  Honor,"  the  latter  explained,  "the 
officer  shouldn't  have  t'rown  temptation  in 
me  way  by  callin'  the  riot  squad." 

Pasty 

"My  wife  gave  me  a  two-tube  set  for 
my  birthday." 
"Regenerative?" 
"Naw.    Shaving  and  tooth." 

Doesn't  It,  Though? 

Uptown :  "They  say  that  paper's  a 
fine  thing  to  keep  you  warm  during  the 
winter." 

Downtown :  "Especially  if  it's  in  the 
form  of  a  note.  One  of  them  kept  me  in 
a  sweat  for  thirty  days." 

For  the  Federal  Trade  Commission 

An  angry  customer  strode  into  a  gro- 
cery store.' 

"See  here !"  he  exclaimed.  "You  adver- 
tise your  apples  as  being  uniform  in 
quality?" 

"I  do,"  replied  the  grocer. 

"Well,  they're  not !  You  let  the  worm 
escape  from  this  one." 

Johnny  on  the  Spot 

[Notice  in   Abbeville    (La.)  Meridional] 
BORN— To   Mr.   and   Mrs.   Abbott  J. 
Hayes,  of  Port  Arthur,  Texas,  on  Thurs- 
day, a  fine  baby  girl. 

Give  us  an  order.  Free  delivery.  Ab- 
beville Bakery— Phone  197. 


The  new  electric  rolling  machine  for  milady's  stockings 


Memorial  Day  has  been  set  aside  to 
honor  those  splendid  men  who  gave 
up  their  lives  in  defense  of  their 
country.  On  that  day  your  com- 
munity will  look  to  your  Post  to 
take  the  lead  in  arranging  for  a 
fitting  Memorial  Day  observance. 
Now  is  the  time  to  procure  the  Post 
equipment  which  will  be  necessary. 


The  1926  Emblem  Catalog  describes 
Post  Banners,  Caps,  Arm  Bands, 
Grave  Markers,  Flags  and  in  fact 
everything  that  your  Post  will  re- 
quire for  fittingly  observing  Me- 
morial Day.  It  is  the  one  and  only 
official  catalog  of  Post  supplies. 
Don't  delay.  Get  your  copy  NOW! 
Write  for  it  today.    It's  FREE! 


No  orders  accepted  for  Memorial  Day  after  May  10th.   Play  safe! 


MAIL  THE  COUPON  NOW 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION,  EMBLEM  DIVISION,  INDIANAPOLIS,  INDIANA 


Gentlemen:  Please  send  me  at 
once  a  copy  of  the  1926  Emblem 
Catalog.  I  have  appointed  my- 
self a  committee  of  one  to 
see  that  my  Post  is  properly 
equipped  for  Memorial  Day. 


Name. 
Street . 
City_ 
State 


I  belong  to  Post  No. . 


.4-2-26 


AS  I  passed  the  President's  office  I 
could  not  help  hearing  my  name. 
L  Instinctively  I  paused  to  listen. 
"That  human  clam,"  he  was  saying,  "can't 
represent  us.  He's  a  hard  worker,  but  he 
seems  to  have  no  ability  to  express  him- 
self. I  had  hoped  to 
make  him  a  branch  man- 
ager this  fall,  but  he 
seems  to  withdraw  far- 
ther and  farther  into  his 
shell  all  the  time.  I've 
given  up  hopes  of  mak- 
ing anything  out  of  him." 

So  that  was  it!  That 
was  the  reason  why  I 
had  been  passed  over 
time  and  again  when 
promotions  were  being 
made !  That  was  why  I 
was  just  a  plodder — a 
truck  horse  for  our  firm, 
capable  of  doing  a  lot  of 
heavy  work,  but  of  no 
use  where  brilliant  per- 
formance was  required.  I  was  a  failure 
unless  I  could  do  what  seemed  impossible 
— learn  to  use  words  forcefully,  effective- 
ly and  convincingly. 

In  15  Minutes  a  Day 

And  then  suddenly  I  discovered  a  new 
easy  method  which  made  me  a  powerful 
speaker  almost  overnight.  I  learned  how 
to  bend  others  to  my  will,  how  to  dom- 
inate one  man  or  an  audience  of  thou- 
sands.   Soon  I  had  won  salary  increases, 


What  15  Minutes  A  Day 
Will   Show  You 


How  to  talk  before  your  club  or  lodge 
How  to  address  board  meetings 
How  to  propose  and  respond  to  toasts 
How  to  make  a  political  speech 
How  to  tell  entertaining  stories 
How  to  make  after-dinner  speeches 
How  to  converse  interestingly 
How  to  write  letters 
How  to  sell  more  goods 
How  to  train  your  memory 
How  to  enlarge  your  vocabulary 
How  to  develop  self-confidence 
How  to  acquire  a  winning  personality 
How  to  strengthen  your  will-power  and 
ambition 

How  to  become  a  clear,  accurate  thinker 
How  to  develop  your  power  of  concentration 
How  to  be  the  master  of  any  situation 


promotion,  popularity,  power.  Today  I 
always  have  a  ready  flow  of  speech  at  my 
command.  I  am  able  to  rise  to  any  occa- 
sion, to  meet  any  emergency  with  just 
the  right  words.  And  I  accomplished  all 
this  by  developing  the  natural  power  of 
speech  possessed  by  everyone 
but  cultivated  by  so  few-  — 
by  simply  spending  1 5  min- 
utes a  day  in  the  privacy  of 
my  own  home,  on  this  most 
fascinating  subject. 


This  new  method  of  training  is  fully  described 
in  a  very  interesting  and  informative  booklet 
which  is  now  being  sent  to  everyone  mailing  the 
coupon  at  right.     This  book  is  called.  How  to 


Work  Wonders  With  Words.  In  it  you  are 
shown  how  to  conquer  stage  fright,  self-con- 
sciousness, timidity,  bashfulness  and  fear — 
those  things  that  keep  you  silent,  while  men  of 
lesser  ability  get  what  they  want  by  the  sheer 
power  of  convincing  speech.  Not  only  men 
who  have  made  millions  but  thousands  have 
sent  for  this  book — and  are  unstinting  in  their 
praise  of  it.  You  are  told  how  to  bring  out 
and  develop  your  priceless  "hidden  knack" — 
the  natural  gift  within  you — which  will  win  for 
you  advancement  in  position  and  salary,  popu- 
larity, social  standing,  power  and  real  success. 
You  can  obtain  your  copy  absolutely  free  by 
sending  the  coupon. 


There  is  no  magic,  no 
trick,  no  mystery  about  be- 
coming a  powerful  and  con- 
vincing talker.  You,  too, 
can  conquer  timidity,  stage 
fright,  self-consciousness 
and  bashfulness,  winning 
advancement  in  salary,  popu- 
larity, social  standing,  and 
success.  Today  business  de- 
mands for  the  big,  impor- 
tant high-salaried  jobs,  men 
who  can  dominate  others — 
men  who  can  make  others 
do  as  they  wish.  It  is  the 
power  of  forceful,  convinc- 
ing speech  that  causes  one 
man  to  jump  from  obscurity 
to  the  presidency  of  a  great  corporation  :  an- 
other from  a  small  unimportant  territory  to  a 
salesmanager's  desk  ;  another  from  the  rank  and 
file  of  political  workers  to  a  post  of  national 
importance  :  a  timid,  retiring,  self-conscious  man 
to  change  almost  overnight  into  a  popular  and  ' 
much  applauded  after-dinner  speaker.  Thou- 
sands have  accomplished  just  such  amazing 
things  through  this  simple,  easy,  yet  effective 
training. 

Send  For  This  Amazing  Book 


NORTH  AMERICAN  INSTITUTE 

3601  Michigan  Ave.,  Dept.  1524,  Chicago,  Illinois 


NORTH  AMERICAN  INSTITUTE, 
3601  Michigan  Ave.,  Dept.  1524,  Chicago,  III. 

Please  send  me  FREE  and  without  obli- 
gation my  copy  of  your  famous  book.  How 
To  Work  Wonders  With  Words. 


Name 


|  Address 
City  


-State 


-_"-"J 


